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ALL Masses are now in person in the Church.  Please wear 
face masks during communion and practice social distancing. 

 

Deceased: +     Living: Int. 
   

 SAT  7/31 8:30 AM   NO MASS 
   4-5:00 PM Confessions  
   5:30 PM Leo McGinley +  
 SUN 8/1 8:00 AM   Angel Lee Int. 
   10:45 AM OLP Parishioners 
 MON  8/2 8:30 AM    NO MASS   
 TUES 8/3 8:30 AM   NO MASS  
 WED 8/4 7:30 PM   NO MASS 
 THU 8/5 8:30 AM   NO MASS 
  FRI 8/6 8:30 AM  NO MASS 
 SAT  8/7 8:30 AM   NO MASS 
   4-5:00 PM Confessions  
   5:30 PM Lisa Stevens +  
 SUN 8/8 8:00 AM   Kathleen Cecco +  
   10:45 AM OLP Parishioners 
 

      To schedule a Mass for a friend or loved one regardless                                                              
     of religious affiliation, call the office: 301-349-2045 

MASS CALENDAR AND  
INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS who are aging, 
injured, battling diseases, recovering from trauma or surgery, 
especially: Gene Williams, Mark Wolf, Allen Reder, Jesse Bishop, 
Leclair Whalen, Ethelyn McBride, Phil Abel, Tighe Burke, David 
Preffitt, Marguerite Dawson, Kathleen Tesi, Maria Alejandra 
Pena, Gabriel Pinto, Liz Mattingly, Nick Imperato, Angela Smith, 
Ana Gabrielle Martin, Gonzalo Zambrano, Pauline Knott,  Mary 
Duggan, Carol Saladino, Joel Rivera, Mike Beckham, Rebecca 
Lawson, Rick Hermann, Joanna Dudek, June Goldman, Helen 
Gawlik, Mary Zajdel, Genevieve Kopp, Tonja Nelson, Courtney 
Turpack , Bill Stevens, Everly Rice, George Coakley, Jim Baur, 

Nora Reiter, Cheryl Durand, Brenda Chaney, Kristi Fontenot, and 
others known only by God. 

GOD BLESS THE MINDS, BODIES, AND SOULS OF ALL WHO 
SERVE IN OUR FIRE, RESCUE, POLICE AND MILITARY including 
Philip Kuldell, Kelsee Stevens, Thomas Carroll, Mark Simons, 
Jason Kuhn, Henry Field, Will Martin Jr., Schuyler DeBree, Izaak 
Meade, Andrew Murtha, Joe Ouellette, Robert Phillips, Patrick 
Stevens, Jack Gochenour, Stephen Barbieri, and Robert Cum-
mins.  

Dear Friends, 
 

     This week we see the interplay of a number of complex 
themes that bring together several threads that run through 
salvation history. We hear about the flight from Egypt through 
the desert toward the land of Israel: which symbolizes the 
journey of conversation from sin to grace. We also hear of the 
gift of bread from heaven, which God gives to the Israelites 
and which prefigures the Eucharist. We also hear of Christ im-
plicitly linking the image of bread to sacrifice: Christ’s self-
sacrifice on the Cross – and also the Passover sacrifice with its 
unleavened bread. Obviously we cannot fully explore all of 
these themes, but we can briefly look at their interplay and 
their implications for our lives. 
     We hear that the Israelites, journeying through the desert 
begin to complain of their hunger and they begin to imagine 
the world of Egypt that they have left behind. The idealized 
memory of Egypt certainly looks better than the heat and hun-
ger of the desert. This closely mirrors the experience that all 
believers go through in the life of conversion. One decides to 
turn away from the life of sin and to seek God. But, in the 
midst of the journey of conversion, the process is obviously 
difficult and it is easy to selectively remember the seeming 
ease of the life of sin and want to turn back – forgetting the 
slavery that one had experienced. 
     In the midst of their hunger, the Israelites are given 
“manna” which is bread from heaven by which their hunger is 
satisfied. They see God’s power, just as the crowds see Jesus’s 
power in the multiplication of the loaves and fish spoken of in 
the Gospel. However, Christ warns the crowds that even phys-
ical bread, given by God, will not completely satisfy them 
(something that will become evident further on in the Israelite 
story when they become tired of the bread.) Jesus says that 
the bread is primarily a sign that God is present but that it is 
“eternal life” gained by “doing the work of God” that is of 
prime importance. 
     Quickly, we hear that Jesus identifies himself with the 
“bread from heaven” and he reveals that he is the path to 
eternal life. The Eucharistic imagery bursts forth: the Eucharist 
may appear to be bread, but it is truly Christ himself and it is 
mysteriously linked to Christ’s self-sacrificial death. The implica-
tion is that by embracing our own crosses – i.e., sacrificing our-
selves out of love – we find that eternal life occurs, paradoxi-
cally, through a certain “death to self.” The scriptures are so 
wonderfully rich, because they show the interconnectedness 
of God’s work of salvation – in the world of the past, and in our 
lives in the present. 
 

With prayers and best wishes, 
Fr. Justin 
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Events, Announcements, and Information 

TAKE A PERSONAL RETREAT DAY:  Are your days over-
crowded, jam-packed, and busy, busy, busy? Jesus tells you 
to "Come away with me..." to Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat 
Center, 7007 Bradley Blvd, Bethesda where your very own 
personal retreat awaits on Aug 
27, Sep 24, and/or Oct 29 from 
8:30am-4pm.  An experienced 
retreat director will guide you to 
a place of rest with Christ.  The 
retreat schedule allows for one-
on-one spiritual direction 
(optional), quiet reflection, 
Mass, Confession and Eucharis-
tic Adoration, plus continental breakfast and lunch, so you 
will be nourished and cared for while Our Lord speaks to your 
soul about the depths of His love for you. Cost is $120 per 
person.  Advance Registration is required, and registrations 
will be limited to facilitate appropriate social distancing. For 
more info, call 301-365-0612 or go to: 
ourladyofbethesda.org/programs/retreats/personal-retreat-days.  

POOLESVILLE SENIOR CENTER:  has the weekly virtual 

activities to stretch your mind, renew your body, and lift your 
spirits, all from your own home!  Visit their website at pool-
esvilleseniors.org to register for their programs.  All are wel-
come!  Upcoming classes and workshops:   
Mondays:  Tai-Chi 10:45 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.   
Wednesdays:  Zumba Gold 1:00p.m. to 2:00 p.m.   
Fridays:  Breath-Mind-Body 12:00 p.m. to 12:45 p.m. Please 
register for each Friday class.,  Trivia Game Night – If you love 
Trivia, come join a team of Poolesville Seniors.     
August 5th:  Jump on the Butterfly Bandwagon-Learn how 
to bring back butterflies and other pollinators  to our yards 
and gardens.  7pm.  Email info@poolesvilleseniors.org for 
more information. 

SCHOOL OF RELIGION TEACHERS NEEDED:  Please 

consider sharing your time and talent with the youngest 
members of our parish.  The School of Religion is currently 
looking for a couple of TEACHERS AIDES.  Thanks for your 
generosity!  If you can help, or would like more info, please 
contact Maria at:  olpdsor@olpresentationmd.org 

BARTHOLOMEW HOUSE ASSISTED LIVING:  A part of 

the Archdiocese of Washington DC, is accepting applications 
for residents interested in assisted living care.   Bartholomew 
House provides a warm, home-like loving environment for 
residents, and is staffed 24 hours/day.  If you know if any sen-
ior that might benefit from their residential services, contact 
Joe Hanle: at  301-320-6151 or jhanle@victoyhousing.org .  

SAVE THE DATE!!  September 12th is the tentative date 

for our annual PARISH PICNIC.  Won’t it be great to gather 
together once again? 

SAY YES!: CATHOLIC CHARITIES’ FALL CALL FOR 
VOLUNTEERS As our region reopens after the devastating 

coronavirus pandemic, now is the time to give back to our 
community members! From August 2 – September 15, 
Catholic Charities is recruiting dedicated individuals to make 
a once-a-week, yearlong commitment to serve as mentors, 
pro bono professionals, behind-the-scenes supporters, and 
more!   Learn more:  
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/volunteer/ongoing/ 

Or, sign up for one-time volunteer events on our calendar: 
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/volunteercalendar/ 

The Three to Get Married Marriage Preparation Program is a 
Catholic Pre-Cana program for seriously dating and engaged 
couples. This marriage preparation course is an inten-
sive preparation experience true to the teachings of the 
Catholic Church.  Convenient one-weekend schedule. Aug 
26-29, Sep 23-26, Oct 28-31 (All In-Person Only), and Nov 11
-14 (Virtual Only) FOCCUS administration is included. $315 
per couple. Space will be limited and these weekends fill up 
quickly, so reserve your spot today!  Find more information 
at: ourladyofbethesda.org/programs/marriage/marriage-prep. 

SCHOOL OF RELIGION:  Registration is now open for our 

parish School of Religion program for K-8.  Preparation for 1st 
Holy Communion occurs in 1st and 2nd grades.  Confirma-
tion preparation occurs in the 7th and 8th grades.  All public 
and home school families who wish for their children to re-
ceive these sacraments should register their children for the 
two year programs.  All Catholic school families may choose 
to register their children four our two year sacramental pro-
grams, but must register their sacramental year children (2nd 
and 8th grade) and pay the sacramental fee ONLY.    The first 
day of class is September 26th.  Registration information may 
be found in the Parent Handbook, available in the Gathering 
Space, or on the parish website www.olpresentationmd.org.  
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