
Our Lady of the Presentation           November 22, 2020         Solemnity of Our Lord, Jesus Christ the King 
 

 

 

Deceased: +     Living: Int. 

ALL Masses are now in-person in the Church.  Please 
wear face masks and practice social distancing.  A 
pre-recorded Sunday Mass is also available through 
our Facebook Page.  www.ol-presentation-md.org. 
 

SAT  11/21 8:30 AM  
  4:00-5:00 PM Confessions  
  5:30 PM  
SUN 11/22 8:00 AM OLP Parishioners 
  10:30 AM  (See note above.) 
MON 11/23 8:30 AM  
TUES 11/24 8:30 AM   
WED 11/25 7:30 PM  

Adoration for 1 hour following Mass 
THU 11/26 10:00 AM Thanksgiving  
FRI 11/27 8:30 AM   
SAT  11/28 8:30 AM  
  4:00-5:00 PM Confessions  
  5:30 PM Helena Blake +   
SUN 11/29 8:00 AM OLP Parishioners 
  10:30 AM  (See note above.) 
 

To schedule a Mass for a friend or loved one 
regardless of his/her religious affiliation, call the 

parish office:  301-349-2045. 
 

 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS who are 
aging, injured, battling diseases, recovering from trauma or 
surgery, especially: Dave Knutson, Trudy Burr, Gene Williams, 
Michael Jeffries, Mark Wolf, Allen Reder, Jesse Bishop, Leclair 
Whalen, Ethelyn McBride,  Lorena Burneo, Phil Abel, Tighe 
Burke, David Preffitt, Nora Reiter, Marguerite Dawson, 
Kathleen Tesi, Maria Alejandra Pena, Gabriel Pinto, Liz 
Mattingly, Nick Imperato, Angela Smith, Jim Baur, Ana 
Gabrielle Martin, Gonzalo Zambrano, Pauline Knott,  Mary 
Duggan, Carol Saladino, Joel Rivera, Mike Beckham, Rebecca 
Lawson, Rick Hermann, Joanna Dudek, June Goldman, 
Marguerite Jeffries, Helen Gawlik, Mary Zajdel, and others 
known only by God. 
 
GOD BLESS THE MINDS, BODIES, AND SOULS OF ALL 
WHO SERVE IN OUR FIRE, RESCUE, POLICE AND 
MILITARY including Philip Kuldell, Kelsee Stevens, Thomas 
Carroll, Mark Simons, Jason Kuhn, Henry Field, Will Martin Jr., 
Schuyler DeBree, Izaak Meade, Andrew Murtha, Joe 
Ouellette, Robert Phillips, Patrick Stevens, Jack Gochenour 
and Stephen Barbieri.   

 
Dear Friends, 
            
     This week marks the end of the liturgical year with Advent 
beginning next week. The Feast of Christ the King, which always 
occurs on the last Sunday of the year, invites us to ask the question: 
who is the king of my life? In what do I place my ultimate hope. 
      It seems to me that there are few more important questions to ask 
at the transition point between this year and the next. My experience 
in speaking to people is that there are two very common experiences 
resonating in the life of our country that may be robbing many of us of 
the peace and joy that God wants for each of us: fear and anger. 
Both emotions are important parts of human life because they provide 
the motivation and energy to confront real problems. But, they can 
easily take over in a way that is counterproductive. 
     For many people, the global pandemic has generated 
considerable fear and anxiety. This is certainly understandable and to 
a certain extent healthy. This fear causes us to stop and consider 
what actions we can take to keep ourselves and our loved ones safe. 
It draws our attention to an important risk. But it can turn into an all or 
nothing proposition. For some people, there is a sense of denial 
which can lead to reckless behavior. For others, there is a paralyzing 
fear that prevents a person from living. Each person needs to be 
responsible in assessing the risk and best options given his or her 
own life circumstances, especially in light of recommendations 
offered by responsible health officials. But once that assessment is 
made and a course of action chosen, we each need to let go of the 
fear and do the best that we can. It’s important to reassess 
periodically, but not to spent all of our energy second-guessing 
ourselves. 
    There is also much anger – especially in the political arena: people 
are angry about the recent election and the response of public 
officials to the global pandemic as well. Again, anger can lead one to 
seek justice and worthwhile solutions to social problems. But, it can 
also breed resentment, hatred, and jealousy. 
     All of this points to the questions: What kind of life do I want to 
live? Is my fear and anger producing worthwhile results? How do I 
cope with uncertainty and lack of control? What is my ultimate source 
of hope? The reality of life is that the human experience is often 
marked by suffering and disappointment but also strength, 
transformation and heroism. What matters most is not what happens 
to us, but how we respond. When Christ is our King and we recognize 
his lordship over creation, there is a supernatural peace that 
surpasses human understanding that becomes available. It is not the 
unfounded belief that things will always work out as we wish – but it is 
the heroic conviction that we will be able to confront the challenges 
with dignity and grace. As he approached the Cross, Christ said, “No 
one takes my life from me, but I lay it down freely.” The course of 
history is not defined by any single event, save Christ’s passion, 
death, and resurrection. Rather, the course of history is defined by 
the amalgamation of a seemingly infinite set of individual choices. 
The question is, what will I choose? 
 
With prayers and best wishes,   
Fr. Justin 
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CHRISTMAS TREE EVENT AND 
ST. NICK SHOP! Mark your 
calendar for December 5th. It is 
time to celebrate the Advent 

Season, and what better way than to spend time 
preparing for Christmas?  You won’t want to miss this 
wonderfully joyous event for children of all ages (0-99).  
Search for  treasures, looking for inexpensive special 
gifts for family members and friends in our St. Nick 
Shop.  Purchase Christmas trees, roping, and 
wreaths right at your church.  In Mary’s Footsteps  will 
also have fun crafty wreath decorations and the 
opportunity to make a birdfeeder for our winter 
feathered friends, or simply enjoy some refreshments or 
s’mores by the fire with your neighbors.   along with 
another surprise or two!  Social distancing will be 
observed 
 
DONATIONS NEEDED:  For the St. Nick Shop, new or 
very gently used Puzzles, Crafts, Toys, Games, 
Christmas-themed, Household or Religious items (small 
please!), fun socks, fun foods, candles, beanie babies, 
stocking stuffers (all smaller than a small lamp please!)  
will be accepted in the Gathering Space.  
For the other activities:  pinecones, Christmas ribbon, 
dry cleaner hangers, candy canes, outdoor décor etc.  
Thank you for in advance for helping to make this event a 
memorable experience for all!!  Contact Maria Villarrubia 
w/ any questions or to help the day of: dsor@ol-
presentation-md.org. 
 

THRIFT STORE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
Thrift Store Volunteers needed December 12th. OLP is 
scheduled to open and operate the Thrift Store in town.   
Two volunteers (18 or older) are needed to assist with 
sales, gathering empty hangers from the racks, 
accepting donations, and monitoring the number of 
people in the store. The hours are from 10 am until 
1pm.  Please contact Anne if you are available to help.  
Call or text 301-325-3869 

 
 
 
 

 
THANKSGIVING PRAYER 
On Thanksgiving, try to keep in mind these words from St. 
Thomas Aquinas:   

O God,  
grant that whatever good things I have,  

I may share generously with those who have not, 
and whatever good things I do not have,  

I may request humbly from those who do. 
 

IGNATIAN VOLUNTEER CORPS 
“What will you do for your professional encore? If you are 
transitioning to full or part-time retirement and are thinking 
about all that follows a long and successful  
career, consider meaningful service with the Ignatian 
Volunteer Corps (IVC), a program established by the Jesuits 
to give seasoned women and men ages 50 and better an 
opportunity to share their experience and wisdom with those 
in our community in greatest need while also participating in 
a formation program rooted in Ignatian Spirituality. The 
commitment is part-time and there are several rewarding 
service opportunities in Montgomery County and D.C. For 
more information on IVC, please contact local director Mike 
Goggin at 202-277-4447 or mgoggin@ivcusa.org.” 
 

OUR LADY OF BETHESDA PROGRAMS 
December 4th Are your days overcrowded, jam-packed, and 
busy, busy, busy? Jesus tells you to "Come away with me..." 
to Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center where your very 
own personal retreat awaits. During your personal retreat 
from 8:30am-4pm, an experienced retreat director will guide 
you to a place of rest with Christ.  The retreat schedule 
allows for one-on-one spiritual direction (optional), quiet 
reflection, Mass, Confessions and Eucharistic Adoration, 
plus continental breakfast and lunch, so you will be 
nourished and cared for while Our Lord speaks to your soul 
about the depths of His love for you. Cost is $120 per 
person.  Advance Registration is required, visit our website 
to register and find more dates:  www.ourladyofbethesda.org 
or call 301-365-0612. Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center, 
7007 Bradley Blvd., Bethesda, MD 20817.   
 

NOVEMBER MASSES 
During the month of November, our Book of our Beloved 
Dead will be available on the altar in the Church for 
parishioners to enter the names of friends and family who 
have died.   
 

Christmas Festival 
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