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 Deceased +     Living * 

SAT   2/22   8:30 AM   
 4:00-4:45 PM  Confessions  
 5:30  PM   Thomas Reed+ 
SUN   2/23  8:00 AM  Rose Dolan+ 
 9:15 AM   School of Religion 
 10:45 AM  OLP Parishioners 
MON  2/24  8:30 AM   
TUES  2/25  8:30 AM   
WED   2/26  ASH WEDNESDAY 
8:30 AM (Church)  Mass with distribution of ashes 
   Patricia Normile+ 
7:00 PM  (Church) Confessions 
7:30 PM   (Church)  Mass with distribution of ashes 
8:00-9:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration  (& Confession) 
THU    2/27  8:30 AM   
FRI    2/28   8:30 AM   
 7:30 PM (Church) Stations of the Cross 
SAT   2/29   8:30 AM   
 4:00-4:45 PM  Confessions  
 5:30  PM   Jean Bednar+ 
SUN   3/1  8:00 AM  OLP Parishioners 
 9:15 AM   School of Religion 
 10:45 AM  Patricia Normile+ 
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS who 

are aging, injured, battling diseases, recovering from trauma or 
surgery, especially: Cheryl Durand, Gene Williams, Michael 
Jeffries, Mark Wolf, Allen Reder, Jesse Bishop, Leclair Whalen, 
Ethelyn McBride,  Lorena Burneo, Phil Abel, Tighe Burke, David 
Preffitt, Ryan Spacek, Jolene Van Horn, Nora Reiter, 
Marguerite Dawson, Kathleen Tesi, Maria Alejandra Pena, 
Gabriel Pinto, Liz Mattingly, Nick Imperato, Angela Smith, Jim 
Baur, Ana Gabrielle Martin, Gonzalo Zambrano, Pauline Knott,  
Mary Duggan, Carol Saladino, Joel Rivera, Mike Beckham, 
Rebecca Lawson, Rick Hermann, Joanna Dudek, June 
Goldman, Marguerite Jeffries, Helen Gawlik, Liz Royal, Mary 
Zajdel, Charles Wolz, Elliott Friedman, Susan Mitchell 
Montague, and others known only by God.    

GOD BLESS THE MINDS, BODIES, AND SOULS OF 
ALL WHO SERVE IN OUR MILITARY SERVICES 

including Philip Kuldell, Kelsee Stevens, Thomas Carroll, Mark 
Simons, Jason Kuhn, Henry Field, Will Martin Jr., Schuyler 
DeBree, Izaak Meade, Andrew Murtha, Joe Ouellette, Robert 
Phillips, Patrick Stevens, Jack Gochenour and Stephen 
Barbieri.  Also the members of our Police, Fire and Rescue 
Forces who work to keep us safe. 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
            Last week we were reflecting on the current challenges 
that we face as a Church and on the universal, but personal, call 
to holiness. Our readings this week amplify this theme – reminding 
us of the radicality of the call to holiness. The call to holiness is not 
only superficial – at the surface – but it is radical – going to the 
root (radix in Latin). We are reminded of the call not only for 
justice, but also for charity. 
            The first reading reminds us of a very important fact: it is 
possible to do the right thing for the wrong reason or in the wrong 
way. God, who is speaking to Moses, says that it is proper to 
respond to the inappropriate things that others do, but the 
response must not draw us into the dynamic of hatred and 
violence. One of the great movements in the development of 
human civilizations was the move from tribal violence to public 
justice enacted by the state. When there is an injury or wrong 
committed it is considered healthier for organs of justice within civil 
society to enact justice rather than for the individual to seek 
vengeance. That is, at least, the ideal, even if it is not perfectly 
realized. The difference between justice and vengeance is that 
justice seeks the return to proper order, while vengeance is 
focused on causing suffering within the guilty party. God is 
reminding us, through Moses, that when we address an unjust 
situation it must be done with the view to reestablishing order 
rather that in satisfying the human thirst to see the guilty suffer. 
            What does this have to do with the present situation in the 
Church? Well, there has been an understandable amount of moral 
outrage and anger over the many failures of those in leadership 
positions within the Church. It is important to look at anger and to 
decide what to do with the emotion. Anger is typically described as 
being a “secondary emotion” – i.e., it is the result of a primary 
emotion such as fear, pain, or disappointment. When anger 
motivates a person to respond in a concrete and necessary way to 
an unjust situation, it is actually called “zeal” which is a good and 
virtuous behavior. But anger can quickly become distorted and 
destructive as most people know from their own lives. What are 
the primary emotions that we are feeling. I sometimes think about 
a little church situated on the Mount of Olives overlooking the old 
city of Jerusalem. It is called Dominus Flevit, which means, “The 
Lord wept” (Luke 19:37-42). The Lord wept in sadness over the 
lack of faith in the city of Jerusalem and its coming destruction. I 
believe that in many situations, whether it be the challenges facing 
the Church or the challenges that we face in our lives, the most 
appropriate response is sadness rather than anger. That allows us 
to recognize the very real problems of the present and direct our 
energies into building up rather than destroying. 
 
 
 Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Justin 
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FAT TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER 
Tuesday, February 25, 6:30-8:30 PM in the gathering 
space of the church. $5 per person, $20 per family.  
Pancakes and toppings, bacon and sausage, all you can 
eat!  Volunteers are needed to pre-cook the bacon, 
sausage, and pancakes. If you can help with the setting 
up or the pre-cooking, please see the sign up sheet in 
the gathering space or call the parish office at 301-
349-2045. 
 

VOCATIONS TREE : PRAY FOR OUR 
SEMINARIANS   This Lent we will continue the tradition 

of a “Vocations Tree” in the church gathering space, 
where you’ll see cards for each of the seminarians of the 
Archdiocese of Washington. Please choose one or 
more  cards and pray for  that seminarian each day during 
Lent. Make it a beautiful offering to the Lord this Lent to 
pray for those whom He calls to give their lives in service 
of His Church in our archdiocese.  
 

ROSARY WALK  GARDEN AT OLP 
My name is Abby Antonishek and I’m currently working on 
my Gold Award, the highest award which can be earned in 
Girl Scouts. For my project, I am creating a Rosary Walk 
in the section of woods right next to Our Lady of the 
Presentation by the close left side of the parking lot. The 
Rosary Walk is going to consist of a sitting area 
surrounding a statue of Mary with paths and plants 
encircling the area. Check out my poster in the gathering 
space and my Facebook account 
(@OLP.rosarywalk)!  Also, go check out the progress - the 
space has been cleared and efforts to funnel out puddling 
water through a swale started this weekend. Stay tuned 
for upcoming workshops (hopefully in March) to create 
rosary bead markers so that your family or a loved one can 
be commemorated in what will become a beautiful place 
of prayer and meditation.  
 

2020 U.S. CENSUS 
It is important for us all to participate in the 2020 U.S. 
Census between March and September.  This coming 
census can be completed online or by paper forms or even 
by telephone.  Why is it important to Poolesville citizens?  
Because an accurate census will mean greater fairness for 
those of us in Western Upper Montgomery County in 
apportionment of funds spent on improvements, schools, 
etc.   

 
 

BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN 
You will see a collection of empty baby bottles in the gathering 
space of the Church next week.  During Lent, we ask that you 
take one (or more?) home to fill with your loose pocket 
change, paper money, or checks made out to the Shady 
Grove Pregnancy Center.  Please return your baby bottles the 
weekend of March 28-29 so the contributions can be 
forwarded to the Shady Grove Pregnancy Center. 
 

 
RENTING IN MARYLAND? YOU MAY BE 
ELIGIBLE FOR A STATE TAX CREDIT 
The state of Maryland has a program that helps low-income 
renters struggling with rising rent payments, particularly those 
who are over 60 years old, permanently disabled, or have a 
dependent under age 18. To learn if you qualify for up to 
$1,000 in financial assistance, contact the Housing 
Partnership Initiative (hiphomes.org) at 301-916-5946 
or ccastro@hiphomes.org. Or visit MarylandTaxCredit.com. 

 
 

TAX RETURN PREPARATION VOLUNTEER 
Catholic Charities runs an IRS-sponsored Voluntary Income 
Tax Assistance (VITA) site at the Columbus School of Law at 
Catholic University to provide tax assistance to low and 
moderate income families on Saturdays from February 1 
through April 15. Volunteers typically perform one of three 
functions: intake interviews; tax return preparation; or senior 
review of tax returns.  Volunteers in each of these three roles 
interface with the taxpayer (and occasionally their families.) .   
For information visit:  www.CatholiccharitiesDC.org/volunteer, 
click “Deeper Dive” or email the Financial Stability Network at 
FSN@cc-dc.org. 
 

 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
Remember your honeymoon!  Remember how special it was?  
The Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend helps you bring 
back the togetherness of those times.  It is a positive, simple, 
common sense experience between a husband and wife.  
Early registration is highly recommended.   For more 
information visit our website at: moments4marriage.org. The 
next weekend is on February 28 – March 1, 2020 in College 
Park, MD. Sign up on moments4marriage.org or leave us a 
message at 301-541-7007. We’ll call you back! Sign up early!  
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