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 Deceased +     Living * 

SAT   11/30   8:30 AM John Paul Yagesh+  
 4:00-4:45 PM  Confessions  
 5:30  PM   Leslie Rickerhauser+ 
SUN   12/1  8:00 AM  OLP Parishioners 
 9:15 AM  NO School of Religion 
 10:45 AM   Richard Twigger+ 
MON  12/2  8:30 AM  Emma Jean Yagesh+ 
TUES  12/3  8:30 AM   
WED   12/4  7:30 PM  Joseph L. Penkrot+  
 8-9 PM  Adoration 
THU    12/5  8:30 AM  Louis Fabec+ 
FRI    12/6   8:30 AM  Katrina Chacko Chakiath+ 
 6-9 PM First Friday Adoration 
SAT   12/7   8:30 AM Leona Fabec+ 
 4:00-4:45 PM  Confessions  
 5:30  PM   OLP Parichioners 
SUN   12/8  8:00 AM  Bill Billerbeck+ 
 9:15 AM   School of Religion 
 10:45 AM   In Thanks for Gift of Mary,  
   Mother of God 
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS who 
are aging, injured, battling diseases, recovering from 
trauma or surgery, especially: Jesse Bishop, Leclair 
Whalen, Tina Falcone, Ethelyn McBride,  Patricia Normile, 
Lorena Burneo, Phil Abel, Tighe Burke, David Preffitt, 
Ryan Spacek, Jolene Van Horn, Nora Reiter, Marguerite 
Dawson, Kathleen Tesi, Maria Alejandra Pena, Richard 
Twigger, Gabriel Pinto, Liz Mattingly, Nick Imperato, 
Angela Smith, Tony Pirrone, Jim Baur, Ana Gabrielle 
Martin, Gonzalo Zambrano, Pauline Knott,  Mary Duggan, 
Carol Saladino, Joel Rivera, Mike Beckham, Rebecca 
Lawson, Rick Hermann, Joanna Dudek, June Goldman, 
Marguerite Jeffries, Helen Gawlik, Liz Royal, Mary Zajdel, 
Charles Wolz, Elliott Friedman, Susan Mitchell Montague, 
and others known only by God.    
 

GOD BLESS THE MINDS, BODIES, AND SOULS OF 
ALL WHO SERVE IN OUR MILITARY SERVICES 

including Philip Kuldell, Kelsee Stevens, Thomas Carroll, Mark 
Simons, Jason Kuhn, Henry Field, Will Martin Jr., Schuyler 
DeBree, Izaak Meade, Andrew Murtha, Joe Ouellette, Robert 
Phillips, Patrick Stevens, Jack Gochenour and Stephen 
Barbieri.  Also the members of our Police, Fire and Rescue 
Forces who work to keep us safe. 

 
Dear Friends 
             Advent begins this week and the word itself indicates 
that we are waiting for the “coming” of the Lord. The color of 
the liturgy has turned to purple, which is a penitential color – 
being the color of the cloak that was used to mock our Lord 
as he approached the Cross. Advent, like Lent before 
Easter, is a time when we examine our hearts and ask 
ourselves the question of how we each need to be cleansed 
and healed in order to receive Christ more fully.  
            Last week I mentioned the question that is important 
for our parish to answer: What is the mark of a healthy small 
parish? I also mentioned that someone had given me a very 
good answer to the question. Here is what he said, “I think 
that the mark of a healthy small parish is in the number of 
confessions heard.” It was a wonderful answer. The beauty 
of a small parish is found in its warmth and intimacy. We 
exist on a scale in which it is actually possible to know the 
other members of the community. What this means for me 
as your priest is that I have the ability to be available during 
both the happy and the distressing moments of your lives.  
            My experience has been that a person really begins 
to grow in the spiritual life as they begin to regularly 
experience God’s forgiveness in the sacrament of 
confession. In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, 
“Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God.” (Mt 
5:8) Sin clouds the vision of our intellect and thus, our ability 
to see God. There are stories of many great saints, including 
St. John Vianney, spending hours each day in the 
confessional. This wasn’t because he had an especially 
large parish or because the people of his parish were any 
worse than the general population. He spent hours in the 
confessional because the people of his parish had come to 
yearn to experience God’s mercy on a regular basis. 
            One of the great mistakes that we often make in our 
lives is to try to “go it alone.” We keep our problems, 
weaknesses and guilt bottled up inside – hiding these things 
from other people and especially trying to hide these things 
from ourselves. I promise you that as priests, we are not 
scandalized by the sins that we hear, but are grateful to be 
able to communicate God’s mercy and forgiveness. During 
this time of Advent, I pray that each person in our parish will 
commit to making a good, thorough, and sincere confession 
and so to be prepared to see and joyfully receive Christ at 
Christmas.  
  Yours in Christ, 
 Fr. Justin 
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CHILDREN’S 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

4:00 Mass on Christmas Eve 
Calling all youth...come participate.  Children ages 3 
through middle school plus singers elementary, middle 
and high school.  Make plans now to attend.  There’s a 
part for everyone!  For more information contact:  Play 
Director:  Valerie Choinski  vejbb7@aol.com; Choir 
Director: Kate Brizhik kbrizhik@yahoo.com;  
Rehearsal Schedule: 12:00 in the church on: 
 Sunday, December 1, 8, 15 and 22.  
 

ST. NICK SHOP, DECEMBER 7 at OLP   
Come to the first ever St. Nick Shop in OLPs Gathering 
Space on December 7 from 9-2pm.  Children of all ages 
(0-99) are welcome to come sift through treasures, looking 
for inexpensive, special somethings to give to family 
members and friends this Christmas.  DONATIONS of 
new or gently used Christmas Decorations, Household, 
Games, or Religious items (all small please!), gift bags and 
gift wrap will be accepted in the Gathering Space on all 
November weekends.  Thank you for helping to make this 
St. Nick Shop a beautiful experience for all!!  Contact 
Maria Villarrubia with any questions or to help the day of: 
dsor@ol-presentation-md.org 
 

OLP GIVING TREE 
Every year Christmas is made a bit 
merrier for needy families by the 
generosity of our parish through our 
Giving Tree.  The tree will be put up the 
weekend after Thanksgiving by "In 
Mary's Footsteps" sodality members 

who hang the “ornaments” on which is indicated a specific 
item to be purchased for a child of a specific age.  We ask 
your generosity in taking an ornament (or 2 or 3), signing 
the clipboard with the number of the item, purchasing the 
new item, and returning the item to the box in the gathering 
space, with the item unwrapped and the ornament 
attached to it for identification.   Deadline for turning 
in gifts is Noon on December 15. 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS   Contact the parish office to 

schedule a Mass for a friend or loved one, no matter their 
religious affiliation, 301-349-2045   
 

 

RETIRED RELIGIOUS 
Next weekend we ask you to donate to the fund which helps 
support those men and women who have served and are now 
retired from religious life. These sisters, brothers, and 
religious order priests have faithfully served us for decades 
and deserve to have care and housing so they can live in 
dignity.  Please be as generous as you can. 
 

OLP ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TREE SALE 
‘Tis the season for our annual Christmas Tree 
sales – a major fundraiser for our parish.  Please 
give some of your time to this parish activity and 
have fun while volunteering!  Sales begin 
November 30 but set up is the week before that.  Sign up 
sheets are in the gathering space.  Tree lot hours: 11/30: 
10am-7pm; 12/1: 12pm-6pm; 12/6: 4pm-7pm; 12/7: 10am-
7pm; 12/8 12pm-6pm; 12/13: 4pm-7pm, 12/14: 10am-7pm; 
12/15: 12pm-6pm. 
 

CHRISTMAS POSTER CONTEST 
Time to break out your markers, crayons, paints and pencils - 
the "Keep Christ in Christmas" poster contest is back 
for 2019. Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus, students 
from kindergarten through 8th grade can compete for $200 in 
prizes by creating a unique poster (no larger than 12X18 
inches) reminding people that Christmas is all about Jesus. 
Posters are due by December 9, 2019. For more information, 
contact Matt Baker, Knights of Columbus Council #6901, 
at  SWINGSFT@COMCAST.NET  or Donald Patti 
at  nash_rambler@yahoo.com . All may participate. The 
event is FREE. 
 

THE GABRIEL PROJECT 
The Gabriel Project assists needy women and women in crisis 
pregnancies in Montgomery County. Women volunteers 
(especially bilingual Spanish speaking women) are needed to 
stay in touch with client mothers. This includes keeping in 
touch with them via phone or email during their pregnancy, 
bringing them needed items such as diapers, baby clothes, 
etc. that are provided by the Gabriel Project, and praying for 
them. The average time commitment would be approximately 
1 - 4 hours per month (or less). Men are also needed to set up 
cribs or to pick up donations once or twice per month. Daily 
prayer supporters are also needed.  Donations of boy’s size 
T-5 clothes and crib sheets are urgently needed. For more 
information, please call or text Toni Wohleber (240) 882-9893, 
or e-mail Carmen Rojas at gccthompson@juno.com.  
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