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Dear Friends, 
 

      For many people, the thought of blindness evokes a partic-
ular sense of fear – a state of vulnerability and being cut off from 
a major portion of life. What the actual experience of blindness 
is like, I do not know. But, it serves as a powerful image. There-
fore, it is not surprising that our opening reading finds the Lord 
commanding the prophet Isaiah, “Say to the frightened: Be not 
afraid!” That is, God is inviting us to trust that he will heal and 
protect us from the things which we fear.  
      With that said, it’s easy to wonder how this is not just wish-
ful thinking or some sort of trite platitude. Indeed, in a world 
marked by suffering, such piety can seem naïve. How is it that 
God heals us? We refer to faith as a virtue, which means that it is 
(among other things) the action of choosing to maintain a partic-
ular attitude or disposition toward God and his creation. To be 
faithful is to continually choose to believe that God is greater 
than his creation and to believe that he will fulfill his promise of 
peace for us. It is a form of courage in the face of fear that opens 
up the possibility of finding a strength within ourselves that 
come through grace. Sometimes God removes the object of our 
fear and other times he removes our fear of the object. Both are 
manifestations of his power. 
      There is, however, a meaning to this reading that is an in-
version of the first. We fear the loss of the ability to see, but at 
times we also choose not to see because we are afraid. The im-
age of physical blindness within the scriptures often stands as a 
metaphor for spiritual blindness – the inability to see into the 
depths of our souls. For those who are afraid of heights, crossing 
a bridge that spans a deep chasm can cause the experience of 
vertigo upon looking down. Inside of a tall building, one may be 
at a similar height as the bridge, but the floor and the walls hide 
the fact of one’s height. The bridge and the building may place 
one at the same height, but in the building, the depths are hid-
den. Just as with the bridge, looking into the depths of one’s soul 
requires a confidence in the integrity of the supporting structure. 
To continue the metaphor, God is the supporting structure of 
reality itself, and Jesus has promised us that his desire was to be 
among the sick and the sinful – to heal them. We witness with 
confidence that God, who supports the structure of our being is 
constantly offering the grace of healing and forgiveness, espe-
cially in the sacrament of confession. 
 Sometimes we are afraid that we may lose the ability to 
see. Other times we chose not to see because we are afraid. For 
those hearts that are frightened:  be strong, fear not! 
 

With prayers and best wishes, 
 

Fr. Justin 

ALL Masses are now in person in the Church.  Please wear 
face masks during communion and practice social distancing. 

 

Deceased: +     Living: Int. 
   

 SAT  9/4 8:30 AM  4-5:00 PM Confessions  
   5:30 PM   
 SUN 9/5 8:00 AM  Beverly Yates  +  
   10:45 AM OLP Parishioners 
 MON  9/6 8:30 AM     
 TUES 9/7 8:30 AM     
 WED 9/8 7:30 PM  
   8-9:00 PM Confessions  
 THU 9/9 8:30 AM   
  FRI 9/10 8:30 AM    
 SAT  9/11 8:30 AM  4-5:00 PM Confessions  
   5:30 PM Larry Allen +  
 SUN 9/12 8:00 AM    
   10:45 AM OLP Parishioners 
 

      To schedule a Mass for a friend or loved one regardless                                                              
     of religious affiliation, call the office: 301-349-2045 

MASS CALENDAR AND  
INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS who are ag-
ing, injured, battling diseases, recovering from trauma or sur-
gery, especially: Gene Williams, Mark Wolf, Allen Reder, Jesse 
Bishop, Leclair Whalen, Ethelyn McBride, Phil Abel, Tighe 
Burke, David Preffitt, Marguerite Dawson, Kathleen Tesi, Ma-
ria Alejandra Pena, Gabriel Pinto, Liz Mattingly, Nick Impera-
to, Angela Smith, Ana Gabrielle Martin, Gonzalo Zambrano, 
Pauline Knott,  Mary Duggan, Carol Saladino, Joel Rivera, 
Mike Beckham, Rebecca Lawson, Rick Hermann, Joanna 
Dudek, June Goldman, Helen Gawlik, Mary Zajdel, Genevieve 
Kopp, Tonja Nelson, Courtney Turpack , Bill Stevens, Everly 
Rice, George Coakley, Jim Baur, Nora Reiter, Cheryl Durand, 
Brenda Chaney, Kristi Fontenot, Ashley Colburn, Rex D’Costa 
and others known by God. 

GOD BLESS THE MINDS, BODIES, AND SOULS OF ALL WHO 
SERVE IN OUR FIRE, RESCUE, POLICE AND MILITARY includ-
ing Philip Kuldell, Kelsee Stevens, Thomas Carroll, Mark Si-
mons, Jason Kuhn, Henry Field, Will Martin Jr., Schuyler De-
Bree, Izaak Meade, Andrew Murtha, Joe Ouellette, Robert 
Phillips, Patrick Stevens, Jack Gochenour, Stephen Barbieri, 
and Robert Cummins.  
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Events, Announcements, and Information 

POOLESVILLE SENIOR CENTER:  has the weekly virtual 
activities to stretch your mind, renew your body, and lift your 
spirits, all from your own home! Registration is required. For 
all programs: At our website:  poolesvilleseniors.org.  All are 
welcome!  All events are virtual.   
Mondays:  Tai-Chi 10:45 am to 11:30 am;   
Wednesdays:  Chair Yoga, 11 am-12 pm; Zumba Gold 1 pm-
2 pm; Trivia Game Night – If you love Trivia, come join the 
game!    
Fridays:  Breathe-Mind-Body , 12 pm-12:45 pm  
September 9th– Backyard Black Gold  7 pm-8pm  Kathy 
Jankowski will discuss composting: what, why, how, best 
practices, and what to do with the amazing “black gold” after 
the materials are composted.    
September 23rd—Big Woods Community History , 7pm   
Join  Keith LaMar Wilkins, Sr.  as he uses artifacts and family 
stories to trace the history of families from the Big Woods 
area of Dickerson . 

SCHOOL OF RELIGION:  Registration is open for our par-
ish K-8 School of Religion.  Sacramental Preparation are two 
year programs:  1st Holy Communion prep is in 1st & 2nd 
grades and Confirmation is in the 7th and 8th grades., and 
families should be prepared to register their children for both 
years.  The first day of class is September 26th.  Registration 
info may be found in the Parent Handbook, available in the 
Gathering Space or on the parish website 
www.olpresentationmd.org.  

MARY OF NAZARETH 18th ANNUAL COTILLION:  
This popular event, open to all 8th grade students, is a series 
of dance and etiquette instructions, culminating with a din-
ner dance at the last session.  It is always fun for the kids and 
an opportunity to learn and practice their “social graces.”  
Dates are :  Sept. 18th  & 25th, October 2nd, 9th &  16th, 6:30-
8:30*pm.  Cost: MoN Students:  $160 ,  Non-MoN stu-
dents:  $210.  Current health protocols will be in place. Clas-
ses will be at Mary of Nazareth Catholic School, 14131 Sene-
ca Rd., Darnestown.  Appropriate attire required. For more 
info, call MoN or https://www.maryofnazareth.org/student-
life/cotillion/.   

POOLESVILLE DAY - Sat. Sept 18th.  THIS IS THE LAST 
WEEKEND TO SIGN UP to bake those yummy apple pies 
and baked goods that all of Poolesville can’t wait to buy!!  
Our goal is 300 pies, and we only have 110 so far.  WE NEED 
YOUR HELP!  Please sign up in the gathering space or on our 
website at: www.olpresentationmd.org. Apples supplied 
upon request.  Just add your magical baking skills!  See flyer 
for more info.   

PARENTS OF CHILDREN IN GRADES 2 and 8:  
If your children are enrolled (or are going to enroll) in the 
School of Religion for the 2021-22 school year, please attend 
the Orientation for PARENTS and STUDENTS on September 
19th from 9:15am-10:15am at the parish rectory. This ori-
entation will contain important information for all. 
Please plan on attending.   

HELPING HANDS POOLESVILLE: is a faith based  organ-
ization with members from various Poolesville churches, 
including Our Lady of the Presentation.  Throughout the 
year, Helping Hands Poolesville assists low-income local 
residents by performing minor repairs and home mainte-
nance at no cost for people who need our assistance.  Each 
year, Helping Hands Poolesville partners with Rebuilding 
Montgomery County to take on a large project requiring a 
significant number of volunteers to help a local neighbor in 
dire need.  Due to COVID 19, our annual large project has 
been rescheduled from April to Saturday, 9/11.  We are 
looking for volunteers to share their blessings of skills and 
time to help others in need.  We need volunteers with all 
levels of experience, professional contractors (GC, plumbing, 
electrical, HVAC, etc.), weekend warriors, or just a willing-
ness help. To volunteer or for more  info, contact Joe Truppo 
at joetruppo@yahoo.com or 301 674-4739.   

HEALING MINISTRY:  Fr. Greg Bramlage, a Catholic 
priest with a nationally-known healing ministry, will lead 
three nights of healing prayer. Join us at Mother of God 
Community School Gym (20501 Goshen Rd, Gaithersburg 
MD 20879) September 13, 14, and 15th, 2021 starting at 
6:30PM. Get ready to experience the healing power of Je-
sus! For more info call Teri at 301 990-2081 or visit: 
https://www.motherofgod.org/ 

A LONGTIME PARISHIONER, Mary Zajdel, has Parkin-
son’s and is now living at Asbury’s Wilson Health Care Cen-
ter. If you have a moment – once a month or so – please 
drop her a note or card and let her know that she is being 
thought of and prayed for. Her mailing address is:  Mary 
Zajdel, c/o Wilson Health Care Center – Room 423  301 
Russell Avenue, Gaithersburg, MD 20877 
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