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ALL Masses are now in person in the Church.  Please wear face 
masks and practice social distancing.  A pre-recorded Sunday 
Mass is also available through our Facebook Page or at  
www.ol-presentation-md.org.   

 

Deceased: +     Living: Int. 
  SAT   4/24 8:30 AM   
     4:00-5:00 PM Confessions  
     5:30 PM      
  SUN  4/25 8:00 AM   
     10:45 AM   OLP Parishioners 
     12:00 PM  Communion Service 
  MON  4/26 8:30 AM    Andrew Becker +  
  TUES  4/27 8:30 AM     
  WED  4/28 7:30 PM   Aida Carvajal + 
     8-9:00 PM  Confessions 

 Adoration for 1 hour following Mass 
  THU  4/29 8:30 AM    
   FRI  4/30 8:30 AM    
  SAT   5/1 8:30 AM   
     4:00-5:00 PM Confessions  
     5:30 PM   
  SUN  5/2 8:00 AM   
     10:45 AM   OLP Parishioners 
     12:00 PM  Communion Service 
 

To schedule a Mass for a friend or loved one regardless of 
religious affiliation, call the office: 301-349-2045 

CALENDAR AND  
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS who are aging, 
injured, battling diseases, recovering from trauma or surgery, 
especially: Dave Knutson, Trudy Burr, Gene Williams, Mark 
Wolf, Allen Reder, Jesse Bishop, Leclair Whalen, Ethelyn 
McBride, Phil Abel, Tighe Burke, David Preffitt, Nora Reiter, 
Marguerite Dawson, Kathleen Tesi, Maria Alejandra Pena, Ga-
briel Pinto, Liz Mattingly, Nick Imperato, Angela Smith, Jim Baur, 
Ana Gabrielle Martin, Gonzalo Zambrano, Pauline Knott,  Mary 
Duggan, Carol Saladino, Joel Rivera, Mike Beckham, Rebecca 
Lawson, Rick Hermann, Joanna Dudek, June Goldman, Helen 
Gawlik, Mary Zajdel, Genevieve Kopp, Tonja Nelson, Courtney 
Turpack , Bill Stevens, Everly Rice, Mieka Davis, George Coakley, 
and others known only by God. 

GOD BLESS THE MINDS, BODIES, AND SOULS OF ALL WHO 
SERVE IN OUR FIRE, RESCUE, POLICE AND MILITARY including 
Philip Kuldell, Kelsee Stevens, Thomas Carroll, Mark Simons, 
Jason Kuhn, Henry Field, Will Martin Jr., Schuyler DeBree, Izaak 
Meade, Andrew Murtha, Joe Ouellette, Robert Phillips, Patrick 
Stevens, Jack Gochenour and Stephen Barbieri.   

Dear Friends, 
 

     Our readings today present us with a truth that many find 
hard to accept: the centrality of Jesus is the dynamic of hu-
man salvation. Given the historical reality of the fracturing of 
Christianity, especially over the past half millennium, and ex-
periments in pluralistic democracy that marks the American 
Project, we are understandably skeptical about absolute truth 
claims. And yet, both Peter and Jesus are recognizing that 
salvation only comes through Jesus Christ. The relationship of 
non-Christians to Jesus Christ is a complicated question, out-
side the scope of this small reflection. Suffice it to say, that 
Saint Justin, Martyr, in the second century, and Saint Augus-
tine in the fourth century already recognized that “seeds of 
the gospel truth” have long existed outside of Christianity, 
even among the pagan philosophers, such as Plato and Aris-
totle. 
     Why this insistence on the centrality of Jesus? Well, as hu-
man beings we have deeply divided hearts. We find ourselves 
pulled in many different directions with regards to our time, 
our material resources, and our attention and energy. Such 
division is often the cause of many of our problems. We try to 
put on different personalities around different types of peo-
ple. We try to pursue too many goals at the same time. We 
find our loves and desires constantly shifting from place to 
place. 
     The peace that Christ offers – the peace of the good shep-
herd – is ultimately found in reestablishing unity in the face of 
division. The reunification of the twelve tribes of Israel was a 
major theme in the Old Testament. The reunification of God 
and humanity is the aim of the entirety of salvation history. In 
fact, the word religion means, “to bind together.” Even in 
modern psychology speak of the therapeutic process as help-
ing their clients to overcome the “complexity problem” in 
their lives. 
     When Jesus reminds us that he is the good shepherd – the 
way, the truth, and the life – he is reminding us that we each 
need a single ordering principle upon which our lives can be 
anchored. How often do we feel like with are constantly run-
ning down different paths in search of the “piece that will 
complete the puzzle,” only to be dismayed when we discover 
that it is only a piece and the puzzle is much larger than we 
thought. Far better to stand still a moment, allow the shep-
herd to lead to us up the mountain which is close to the heav-
ens, in order that we might look down, see the puzzle from a 
greater perspective, and let him point out the way to reunite 
the pieces.   
 

With prayers and best wishes, 
Fr. Justin 

http://www.ol-presentation-md.org
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Events, Announcements, and Information 

DO YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO NEEDS THE COVID-19 
VACCINE?—Are they having trouble getting an appoint-
ment?  Please contact the parish office.  There are people 
here in Poolesville who are willing to help!  Send your name, 
date of birth, phone number and the your/their priority 
group (1a, 1b, or 1c only) to the parish office at  olpresenta-
tionmd@gmail.com.   Someone will be in touch ASAP.  In 
addition, tech savvy volunteers wanted to help with schedul-
ing appointments.    

ATTENTION GRADUATING SENIORS!!—The mem-

bers of the Mathew Kuldell Scholarship Committee invite 
members of the Senior Class to apply for the Matthew 
Kuldell Memorial Scholarship. Tell us, in at least 100 words,  
about a difficulty you have overcome in your life.  Examples 
of this could be:  health issues with self or family, injury, 
learning difficulties or challenges, fear of water, learning to 
driving, difficulties in a class, death of a friend or family mem-
ber. Scholarship applications are available on-line here and 
in the gathering space of the church. Please submit your 
application as an email attachment to DeaconOLPresenta-
tion@verizon.net or put them in the mailbox outside the 
door to the Parish office. Deadline is June 1st.  And...all pa-
rishioners are called to  PLEASE HELP….to fund future years 
of the Matthew Kuldell Memorial Scholarship.  The dona-
tion jar is in the gathering space. If you donate by check 
please make it out to “Our Lady of the Presentation”, on the 
memo line put Mathew Kuldell Scholarship. If you are not 
attending Mass in person feel free to mail your check to 
Scholarship Chairperson LaVerne Stevens at 17329 Whita-
ker Road Poolesville, MD 20837.  Thank you in advance for 
all you do to help in Scholarship Funding for our High School 
Seniors. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE THIS SPRING—The Ignatian Vol-

unteer Corps (IVC) is a Jesuit service ministry that gives retired 
persons the opportunity to provide meaningful service to 
people in need within a framework of Ignatian Spirituali-
ty and adult faith formation. IVC is currently recruiting Service 
Corps Members to serve with a variety of non-profit agencies 
in the District of Columbia and Suburban Maryland.  Typically, 
service is offered two days per week for ten months per year, 
with much of the service being provided remotely during the 
pandemic. The needs are great as our community responds 
to current challenges, with our underserved schools in special 
need of retired educators to provide support in (virtual) class-
rooms.  For more information, contact Director Mike Goggin 
at 202-277-4447 or mgoggin@ivcusa.org.” 

“ISLAND ADVENTURES” VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL—St. Mary’s has safely and successfully run their 

religious education program in person during the 2020-21 
school year, and our facility is equipped with UV lighting on 
all heat/ac units, plenty of outdoor spaces for activities dur-
ing our week of VBS. Montgomery County COVID-19 rules 
will be adhered to including masks and social distancing.  
We have on line registration this year : https://forms.gle/
Vy7bCGH1xF41tKWU8.  We are in need of adult (teachers) 
and teenage help (7-12 grade). 

CELEBRATING A SPECIAL WEDDING ANNIVER-
SARY?—Each year the Archdiocese of Washington honors 

couples married 25, 30, 40, 50, 60 and 70+ years at the an-
nual Jubilarian Mass. This year’s Mass will be held Sunday, 
June 27, 2021 at 3:00pm at the Cathedral of St. Matthew. 
Seating is limited to allow for social distancing and the Mass 
will be live-streamed. To receive a signed Jubilarian anniver-
sary certificate or register to attend the Mass, please contact 
the parish office before May 14, 2021.  

TAKE A PERSONAL RETREAT DAY—May 7 (In-Person 

Only)  Are your days overcrowded, jam-packed, and busy, 
busy, busy? Jesus tells you to "Come away with me..." to Our 
Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center where your very own per-
sonal retreat awaits. During your personal retreat, from 
8:30am-4pm, an experienced retreat director will guide you 
to a place of rest with Christ.  The retreat schedule allows for 
one-on-one spiritual direction (optional), quiet reflection, 
Mass, Confession and Eucharistic Adoration, plus continental 
breakfast and lunch, so you will be nourished and cared for 
while Our Lord speaks to your soul about the depths of His 
love for you. Cost is $120 per person.  Advance Registration is 
required, and registrations will be limited to facilitate appro-
priate social distancing. Visit our website to register and to 
find more dates www.ourladyofbethesda.org or call 301-365
-0612. Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center, 7007 Bradley 
Blvd., Bethesda, MD 20817. 
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