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Deceased: +     Living: Int. 

ALL Masses are now in-person in the Church.  Please 
wear face masks and practice social distancing.  A 
pre-recorded Sunday Mass is also available through 
our Facebook Page.  www.ol-presentation-md.org. 
 

SAT  11/28 8:30 AM  
  4:00-5:00 PM Confessions  
  5:30 PM Helena Blake +   
SUN 11/29 8:00 AM OLP Parishioners 
  10:45 AM 
MON 11/30 8:30 AM  
TUES 12/1 8:30 AM   
WED 12/2 7:30 PM  

Adoration for 1 hour following Mass 
THU 12/3 8:30 AM  
FRI 12/4 8:30 AM   
SAT  12/5 8:30 AM  
  4:00-5:00 PM Confessions  
  5:30 PM   
SUN 12/6 8:00 AM OLP Parishioners 

10:45 AM  Katrina Chacko Chakiath +  
 

To schedule a Mass for a friend or loved one 
regardless of his/her religious affiliation, call the 

parish office:  301-349-2045. 
 

 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS who are 
aging, injured, battling diseases, recovering from trauma or 
surgery, especially: Dave Knutson, Trudy Burr, Gene Williams, 
Michael Jeffries, Mark Wolf, Allen Reder, Jesse Bishop, Leclair 
Whalen, Ethelyn McBride,  Lorena Burneo, Phil Abel, Tighe 
Burke, David Preffitt, Nora Reiter, Marguerite Dawson, 
Kathleen Tesi, Maria Alejandra Pena, Gabriel Pinto, Liz 
Mattingly, Nick Imperato, Angela Smith, Jim Baur, Ana Gabrielle 
Martin, Gonzalo Zambrano, Pauline Knott,  Mary Duggan, Carol 
Saladino, Joel Rivera, Mike Beckham, Rebecca Lawson, Rick 
Hermann, Joanna Dudek, June Goldman, Marguerite Jeffries, 
Helen Gawlik, Mary Zajdel, and others known only by God. 
 
GOD BLESS THE MINDS, BODIES, AND SOULS OF ALL 
WHO SERVE IN OUR FIRE, RESCUE, POLICE AND 
MILITARY including Philip Kuldell, Kelsee Stevens, Thomas 
Carroll, Mark Simons, Jason Kuhn, Henry Field, Will Martin Jr., 
Schuyler DeBree, Izaak Meade, Andrew Murtha, Joe Ouellette, 
Robert Phillips, Patrick Stevens, Jack Gochenour and Stephen 
Barbieri.   

 
Dear Friends, 

This week begins the season of Advent. The word 
Advent indicates that we are waiting for the “coming” or “arrival” 
of the Lord. The color of the liturgy has turned to purple, which is 
a penitential color – being the color of the cloak that was used to 
mock our Lord as he approached the Cross. Advent, like Lent 
before Easter, is a time when we examine our hearts and ask 
ourselves the question of how we each need to be cleansed and 
healed in order to receive Christ more fully. 

Jesus came into the world to bring salvation – salvation, 
meaning “healing.” From what do we need to be healed. We tend 
to think of salvation primarily as it relates to death, heaven, and 
our “final resting place.” However, we also need to recognize that 
salvation pertains not only to the spiritual order, but to the 
physical order as well. In Christ, humanity and divinity are joined 
– body and soul united – the natural and the supernatural 
brought into harmony. 

God created the physical world and he created it as 
something good. The idea of original sin indicates that the 
goodness of God’s creation was damaged but not destroyed. It 
has the possibility of being renewed, of being redeemed. The 
damage wrought by original sin brought a disorder and a 
disharmony into the human experience: we experience a division 
with each other and a division within ourselves. This is what Paul 
speaks of when he mentions the tension between the body and 
the soul: we do what we do not want to do, and our bodies seem 
to rebel against our souls. Unfortunately, this introduces a 
dualism into our understanding of the human person, which often 
tends to extremes. For some, the soul is seen as good and the 
body bad, which leads to a sense of fear and anxiety and a desire 
to retreat from the world. For others, the reverse occurs in which 
the natural order is valued and the supernatural ignored or even 
denied. This leads to many of the problems and tensions that we 
see in the present world. We become frustrated when technical 
solutions fail to solve all the world’s problems. We experience a 
lack of purpose as we feel the stable foundation of our value 
structure eroding.  Both extremes can lead to a sort of despair 
from which we try to retreat through superficial distractions. 
The reality is that the incarnation of Christ – God taking human 
flesh to himself – indications that we much value the natural and 
the supernatural and seek to reintegrate them. This process 
starts in each of our own hearts as we confront ourselves 
honestly – with an attitude of humility infused with hope. We are 
not the people that we want to be, but our cooperation with God’s 
grace offers us the promise that we can be. 
 
With prayers and best wishes, 
Fr. Justin 
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Mark your calendar for 
December 5th. It is time to 
celebrate the Advent Season, 

and what better way than to spend time preparing for 
Christmas?  You won’t want to miss this wonderfully 
joyous event for children of all ages (0-99).  Search for  
treasures, looking for inexpensive special gifts for family 
members and friends in our St. Nick Shop.  Purchase 
Christmas trees, roping, and wreaths right at your 
church.  In Mary’s Footsteps will also have fun crafty 
wreath decorations and the opportunity to make a 
birdfeeder for our winter feathered friends, or simply 
enjoy some refreshments or s’mores by the fire with 
your neighbors.   along with another surprise or two!  This 
is an outdoor event and COVID-19 precautions will be 
observed. PLEASE JOIN US! 
DONATIONS NEEDED:  For the St. Nick Shop, new or 
very gently used Puzzles, Crafts, Toys, Games, 
Christmas-themed, Household or Religious items (small 
please!), fun socks, fun foods, candles, beanie babies, 
stocking stuffers (all smaller than a small lamp please!)  
will be accepted in the Gathering Space.  
For the other activities:  pinecones, Christmas ribbon, 
dry cleaner hangers, candy canes, outdoor décor etc.  
Thank you for in advance for helping to make this event a 
memorable experience for all!!  Contact Maria Villarrubia 
w/ any questions or to help the day of: dsor@ol-
presentation-md.org. 
 

COAT DRIVE  2020-2021  
Join Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of the 
Washington for our eighth annual Coats of Many Colors 
Coat Drive! Each year we provide coats, hats, gloves, and 
scarves to members of our local community. New and 
gently used coats that are clean and in good condition are 
being collected from November 2020 until January 2021. 
We are currently seeking donors to donate coats at our 
selected drop off sites. In addition, we are 
seeking volunteers to help on the day of the event to help 
set up the Coat Drive and assist with the distribution to 
clients. To donate and/or volunteer, please visit our event 
page at: https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/coats/   
 
 
 
 

 

 
URGENT NEED for Volunteers 
We need help with selling Christmas Trees on the weekend of 
December 4-6th.  Hours are: 12/4 (Fri) 3pm-9pm, 12/5 (Sat) 
10am-7pm, and 12/6 (Sun) 12pm-5pm.  Please sign up at the 
back of the church or contact the parish office at 
olpresentation@verizon.net or 301-349-2045 to volunteer and 
for more information.   

 
ANNUAL GIVING TREE 
Each year, the Women’s Sodality “In Mary’s Footsteps” asks 
members of the parish to contribute clothing to local families 
in need by choosing a child from the Giving Tree and donating 
clothing in that child’s size. Due to COVID-19 concerns, the 
Giving Tree event will be online this year.  Instead of 
clothing, we are asking families who are able to contribute to 
this effort by donating a gift card. Go to 
XXXXsignupgenius.com to pledge your gift.  Deadline to 
submit gift cards to the parish office is December 6, 2020.   
 

THRIFT STORE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
Thrift Store Volunteers needed December 12th. OLP is 
scheduled to open and operate the Thrift Store in town.   
Two volunteers (18 or older) are needed to assist with sales, 
gathering empty hangers from the racks, accepting 
donations, and monitoring the number of people in the store. 
The hours are from 10 am until 1pm.  Please contact Anne 
if you are available to help.  Call or text 301-325-3869 
 

OUR LADY OF BETHESDA PROGRAMS 
Virtual Advent Evening Retreat for Married and Engaged 
Couples: “A Couple’s Advent Journey” December 9, 2020  
Married and Engaged couples: You are invited to an Evening 
of Reflection especially for you! Plan to join us for a 
special Virtual Advent Date Night that will help you grow 
spiritually in your relationship as you live Advent in a shared 
way as a couple. $25 per couple. Advance Registration is 
required.  Visit our website to register and find more dates:  
www.ourladyofbethesda.org or call 301-365-0612. Our Lady 
of Bethesda Retreat Center, 7007 Bradley Blvd., Bethesda, 
MD 20817.   
 

MASS INTENTIONS   Contact the parish office to 

schedule a Mass for a friend or loved one, no matter their 
religious affiliation, 301-349-2045   
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