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ALL Masses are now in person in the Church.  Please wear face 
masks and practice social distancing.  A pre-recorded Sunday 
Mass is also available through our Facebook Page or at  
www.ol-presentation-md.org.   

 

Deceased: +     Living: Int. 
  SAT   5/1 8:30 AM   
     4:00-5:00 PM Confessions  
     5:30 PM   
  SUN  5/2 8:00 AM   
     10:45 AM   OLP Parishioners 
     12:00 PM  Communion Service 
  MON  5/3 8:30 AM      
  TUES  5/4 8:30 AM     
  WED  5/5 7:30 PM    
     8-9:00 PM  Confessions 

 Adoration for 1 hour following Mass 
  THU  5/6 8:30 AM    
   FRI  5/7 8:30 AM   Leo F. McGinley + 
  SAT   5/8 8:30 AM   
     4:00-5:00 PM Confessions  
     5:30 PM   
  SUN  5/9 8:00 AM   
     10:45 AM   OLP Parishioners 
     12:00 PM  Communion Service 
 

To schedule a Mass for a friend or loved one regardless of 
religious affiliation, call the office: 301-349-2045 

CALENDAR AND  
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS who are aging, 
injured, battling diseases, recovering from trauma or surgery, 
especially: Dave Knutson, Trudy Burr, Gene Williams, Mark 
Wolf, Allen Reder, Jesse Bishop, Leclair Whalen, Ethelyn 
McBride, Phil Abel, Tighe Burke, David Preffitt, Nora Reiter, 
Marguerite Dawson, Kathleen Tesi, Maria Alejandra Pena, Ga-
briel Pinto, Liz Mattingly, Nick Imperato, Angela Smith, Jim Baur, 
Ana Gabrielle Martin, Gonzalo Zambrano, Pauline Knott,  Mary 
Duggan, Carol Saladino, Joel Rivera, Mike Beckham, Rebecca 
Lawson, Rick Hermann, Joanna Dudek, June Goldman, Helen 
Gawlik, Mary Zajdel, Genevieve Kopp, Tonja Nelson, Courtney 
Turpack , Bill Stevens, Beth Boisseau, Everly Rice, Mieka Davis, 
George Coakley, and others known only by God. 

GOD BLESS THE MINDS, BODIES, AND SOULS OF ALL WHO 
SERVE IN OUR FIRE, RESCUE, POLICE AND MILITARY including 
Philip Kuldell, Kelsee Stevens, Thomas Carroll, Mark Simons, 
Jason Kuhn, Henry Field, Will Martin Jr., Schuyler DeBree, Izaak 
Meade, Andrew Murtha, Joe Ouellette, Robert Phillips, Patrick 
Stevens, Jack Gochenour and Stephen Barbieri.   

Dear Friends, 
 This week we hear of one of Christianity’s greatest 
converts – Saul of Tarsus, also known as Saint Paul. The 
visible witness and example of Christians living their faith, 
especially converts, is very powerful in the life of the 
Church. Christian is not a philosophical system (although it 
does contain patterns of belief), nor is it a purely moral sys-
tem (although it does contain patterns of behavior). Ra-
ther, it is a relationship with a person – Jesus Christ – and it 
is that relationship that is transformative. Rarely do people 
tackle difficult challenges alone and for no particular pur-
pose. Instead, we generally tackle the difficulties of life for 
other people and with the help of other people.  
 Jesus reminds us of this relational dimension of the 
faith when he uses the image of the branch and the vines. 
To quote one of my favorite spiritual writers, Fr. Jacques 
Philippe, “Christ does not say, ‘Apart from me, you can do 
little,’ but rather, ‘Apart from me you can do nothing.’” To 
achieve success we must depend upon God’s grace – and 
thank God this is true. If we were able to achieve success 
on purely our own abilities we would quickly become insuf-
ferably arrogant.  
        Jesus also reminds us that the process of achieving suc-
cess involves some suffering and sacrifice – some “pruning 
of the vine.” Someone once asked Michelangelo how he 
was able to create the Pietà – his great masterpiece rend-
ing Mary and Jesus out of a solid block of Carrera marble. 
He responded, “I look at the block of stone and remove the 
parts that do not belong to the statue.” It’s not always a 
process off adding what is missing; Sometimes, it is a pro-
cess of removing what ought not be there. 
      Paul processed outstanding qualities, including an in-
tense zeal for God. The Lord did not need to give Paul zeal, 
but instead needed to orient that zeal in the proper direc-
tion. We each possess talents and weaknesses. The talents 
are to be used to build up the portion of God’s creation 
entrusted to our care and the weaknesses keep us humble 
and able to remember that it is always God’s strength and 
grace that sustains us. Like Paul, we are also branches on 
the same vine. If we allow him, God will prune what is not 
helpful so that our energies may be directed toward pro-
ducing the fruit of Grace in the world. 
 

With prayers and best wishes,  
Fr. Justin 

http://www.ol-presentation-md.org
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Events, Announcements, and Information 

MARRIAGE RENEWAL WORKSHOP—A Christ-

centered weekend offering 
practical tools to help foster 
effective communication 
and emotional closeness in 
your marriage.  Make your 
marriage thrive, not 
just survive!  The expert 
speakers include Catholic 
psychologists, therapists, 
and priests who  offer their expertise and experience and will 
be on hand the entire weekend to offer individual consulta-
tion, upon request.  This is NOT an overnight program. May 
22-23, 2021 (In-person Only) Cost: $400 per couple. Seating 
limited to facilitate social distancing.   

 www.ourladyofbethesda.org 

ATTENTION GRADUATING SENIORS!!—The mem-

bers of the Mathew Kuldell Scholarship Committee invite 
members of the Senior Class to apply for the Matthew 
Kuldell Memorial Scholarship. Tell us, in at least 100 words,  
about a difficulty you have overcome in your life.  Examples 
of this could be:  health issues with self or family, injury, 
learning difficulties or challenges, fear of water, learning to 
driving, difficulties in a class, death of a friend or family mem-
ber. Scholarship applications are available on-line here and 
in the gathering space of the church. Please submit your 
application as an email attachment to DeaconOLPresenta-
tion@verizon.net or put them in the mailbox outside the 
door to the Parish office. Deadline is June 1st.  And...all pa-
rishioners are called to  PLEASE HELP….to fund future years 
of the Matthew Kuldell Memorial Scholarship.  The dona-
tion jar is in the gathering space. If you donate by check 
please make it out to “Our Lady of the Presentation”, on the 
memo line put Mathew Kuldell Scholarship. If you are not 
attending Mass in person feel free to mail your check to 
Scholarship Chairperson LaVerne Stevens at 17329 Whita-
ker Road Poolesville, MD 20837.  Thank you in advance for 
all you do to help in Scholarship Funding for our High School 
Seniors. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE THIS SPRING—The Ignatian Vol-

unteer Corps (IVC) is a Jesuit service ministry that gives retired 
persons the opportunity to provide meaningful service to 
people in need within a framework of Ignatian Spirituali-
ty and adult faith formation. IVC is currently recruiting Service 
Corps Members to serve with a variety of non-profit agencies 
in the District of Columbia and Suburban Maryland.  Typically, 
service is offered two days per week for ten months per year, 
with much of the service being provided remotely during the 
pandemic. The needs are great as our community responds 
to current challenges, with our underserved schools in special 
need of retired educators to provide support in (virtual) class-
rooms.  For more information, contact Director Mike Goggin 

“ISLAND ADVENTURES” VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL—St. Mary’s has safely and successfully run their 

religious education program in person during the 2020-21 
school year, and our facility is equipped with UV lighting on 
all heat/ac units, plenty of outdoor spaces for activities dur-
ing our week of VBS. Montgomery County COVID-19 rules 
will be adhered to including masks and social distancing.  
We have on line registration this year : https://forms.gle/
Vy7bCGH1xF41tKWU8.  We are in need of adult (teachers) 
and teenage help (7-12 grade). 

CELEBRATING A SPECIAL WEDDING ANNIVER-
SARY?—Each year the Archdiocese of Washington honors 

couples married 25, 30, 40, 50, 60 and 70+ years at the an-
nual Jubilarian Mass. This year’s Mass will be held Sunday, 
June 27, 2021 at 3:00pm at the Cathedral of St. Matthew. 
Seating is limited to allow for social distancing and the Mass 
will be live-streamed. To receive a signed Jubilarian anniver-
sary certificate or register to attend the Mass, please contact 
the parish office before May 14, 2021.  

TAKE A PERSONAL RETREAT DAY—(In-Person Only) 

Refresh your soul in the light of Christ's love!  Spend a day in 
quiet prayer and contemplation, nurturing and deepening 
your relationship with God.  An experienced retreat master 
will guide you to a place of rest with Christ. With time for one-
on-one direction, quiet reflection, and delicious meals, you 
will be nourished and cared for while Our Lord speaks to 
your soul about the depths of his love for you.  Dates:  May 
7th or June 11th, 8:30am-4pm.  Cost:$400. Mass, Confession 
& Eucharistic Adoration will be provided.  Private room pro-
vided for your personal refuge.  Registration is limited to facili-
tate social distancing. Register here or call (301) 365-0612  

http://www.ourladyofbethesda.org/
https://forms.gle/Vy7bCGH1xF41tKWU8
https://forms.gle/Vy7bCGH1xF41tKWU8
https://ourladyofbethesda.org/

