
Our Lady of the Presentation                             August 30, 2020                   22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Deceased +     Living * 

All live Masses are in the Church.  Please wear face 
masks and practice social distancing.  Sunday Mass 
at 10:30 AM is streamed via Facebook with a link 
from our website: www.ol-presentation-md.org 

 
SAT   8/29   8:30 AM  cancelled this week 
 4:00-5:00 PM  Confessions  
 5:30  PM    
SUN   8/30  8:00 AM  OLP Parishioners 
 10:30 AM  (See note above.) 
MON  8/31  8:30 AM   P. Z. Vora+ 
TUES  9/1  8:30 AM   Rosalie Hoffman+ 
WED   9/2  7:30 PM   
 Adoration for I hour following Mass 
THU    9/3  8:30 AM   
FRI    9/4  8:30 AM    
SAT   9/5   8:30 AM  cancelled this week 
 4:00-5:00 PM  Confessions  
 5:30  PM    
SUN   9/6  8:00 AM  OLP Parishioners 
 10:30 AM  (See note above.) 
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS who 

are aging, injured, battling diseases, recovering from trauma or 
surgery, especially: Trudy Vurr, Gene Williams, Michael 
Jeffries, Mark Wolf, Allen Reder, Jesse Bishop, Leclair Whalen, 
Ethelyn McBride,  Lorena Burneo, Phil Abel, Tighe Burke, David 
Preffitt, Nora Reiter, Marguerite Dawson, Kathleen Tesi, Maria 
Alejandra Pena, Gabriel Pinto, Liz Mattingly, Nick Imperato, 
Angela Smith, Jim Baur, Ana Gabrielle Martin, Gonzalo 
Zambrano, Pauline Knott,  Mary Duggan, Carol Saladino, Joel 
Rivera, Mike Beckham, Rebecca Lawson, Rick Hermann, 
Joanna Dudek, June Goldman, Marguerite Jeffries, Helen 
Gawlik, Liz Royal, Mary Zajdel, Charles Wolz, Elliott Friedman, 
Susan Mitchell Montague, and others known only by God.    
 

GOD BLESS THE MINDS, BODIES, AND SOULS OF 
ALL WHO SERVE IN OUR MILITARY SERVICES 

including Philip Kuldell, Kelsee Stevens, Thomas Carroll, Mark 
Simons, Jason Kuhn, Henry Field, Will Martin Jr., Schuyler 
DeBree, Izaak Meade, Andrew Murtha, Joe Ouellette, Robert 
Phillips, Patrick Stevens, Jack Gochenour and Stephen 
Barbieri.  Also the members of our Police, Fire and Rescue 
Forces who work to keep us safe. 
 

 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
  

How many of us have volunteered for something or 
have made a commitment only to say later, “I didn’t sign up 
for this!” It’s a common theme in the lives of so many of us to 
be surprised when something that seemed so good at first 
turns out to be difficult. This is especially true in marriage 
and parenthood. It’s equally true in the life of a Christian. 

When we commit ourselves to following Christ it is 
often during a period in which we are filled with joy and 
consolation in God’s presence. But then, at some point, it 
becomes difficult and we say, as Jerimiah says in the first 
reading, “You duped me Lord, and I allowed myself to be 
duped.” We experience suffering and we are tempted to flee 
from God, as Jesus describes in the parable of the seeds 
that fall on shallow ground or among thorns. Perhaps we do 
abandon God but our hearts burn within us for his presence. 

There are three responses or stages of a response 
to the sufferings of life – that demonstrate different levels of 
maturity. The first movement is to reject the suffering – to 
say that it isn’t fair and that God has abandoned us. 
Eventually, we realize that the suffering is unavoidable and 
we begrudgingly accepted it with a stoic resolve to grin and 
bear until it is over and we can “get on with our lives” and 
this is the second movement. The third movement is to 
consent to our sufferings as something that will form us into 
people of strength, courage, and holiness. This third move is 
what Christ means, when he tells us to “take up our cross.” 
The cross is, by definition, something that we don’t want. It is 
unpleasant. But if we can actually learn to love the crosses in 
life, then we have found a means to be continually joyful and 
at peace. 

There are times when it seems that God has tricked 
us into following him, but he is, in fact, gently leading us to 
the places that we don’t want to go so that we can find the 
strength that we didn’t know we possessed. 

  
In Christ, 
Fr. Justin 
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The following young people received their First Holy 
Communion on Saturday, August 22: 
 Leah Grace Poupard Santizo 
 Emily Ann Rivera 
 Eli Antonio Taylor 
 Alexandra Wight 
 

MASS INTENTIONS    
Contact the parish office to schedule a Mass for a friend 
or loved one, no matter their religious affiliation, 301-349-
2045   
 

SAVE THE DATE! JUBILARIAN MASS has 

been changed to November 22.  The annual 
Jubilarian Celebration of marriage, honoring couples 
married 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50 and 51+ years will be held 
Sunday, November 22, 2020, at 2:00pm  at the Basilica 
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, with 
Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory as the main celebrant. 
Deadline to call the office and register is Monday, 
September 28.  Please include your address, current 
phone number, email, and how you would like your names 
to appear on your certificate. 
 
 

MARRIAGE RENEWAL WORKSHOP—
OCTOBER 10-11, 2020 
A Christ-centered weekend designed to offer practical 
tools that can help foster effective communication and 
emotional closeness in your marriage.  Make your 
marriage thrive, not just survive!  The expert speaker team 
includes Catholic psychologists, therapists, and priests 
who will offer their expertise and experience, plus they will 
be on hand the entire weekend to offer individual 
consultation, upon request. Please note: This is NOT an 
overnight program. Cost: $400 per couple. Seating will be 
limited to facilitate social distancing. See our website for 
more details about measures to limit exposure to 
illness. Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center, 7007 
Bradley Blvd., Bethesda, MD 20817. Find more 
information and links to register on the 
website www.ourladyofbethesda.org 
 

 

SCHOOL OF RELIGION 
REGISTRATION IS OPEN for our parish School of Religion 
K-8 program.  First Holy Communion (FHC) preparation 
occurs in 1st and 2nd grades.  Confirmation preparation 
occurs in 7th and 8th grades.  All Public school and Home 
school families wishing for their children to receive these 
sacraments should sign up their children for our two-year 
programs.  All Catholic school families can choose to register 
their children for our two-year sacramental programs but must 
register their sacramental year children for our 2nd and 8th 
grade program, paying only the sacramental year fee.  More 
information can be found in our Parent Handbook.  All forms 
can be found on our parish website: https://www.ol-
presentation-md.org/religious-education.  
 

FAITH DIRECT  Why not change the way you generously 

support Our Lady of the Presentation?  Sign up with eGiving 
through Faith Direct, which is the most convenient and secure 
way for you to make your weekly offering to Our Lady of the 
Presentation.  Your automatic contributions through Faith 
Direct will save valuable time for both you and our parish staff. 
To enroll, please visit Faith Direct's website 
www.faithdirect.net and use our parish code MD386.  Peace 
and Blessings to your family!  
 

WUMCO FOOD COLLECTION 
When we resume our monthly food collection for our local food 
pantry at WUMCO Help, Inc., we will need a volunteer to take 
the food from the church to the WUMCO office on West 
Willard Rd. in Poolesville.  If you can help with this project, 
please talk to Father Justin or call the office at 301-349-2045.  
Thank you. 
 

THE 2020 CENSUS    Deadline is Sept. 30, 2020 
Why does it matter? The census is used to determine 
congressional representation and federal funding, affecting 
emergency services, schools, hospitals, SNAP, WIC and 
other vital programs.  An undercount in Maryland will affect 
hospitals, schools, social services, and more. The State of 
Maryland notes a study has found that every person not 
counted equates to $1,821* in lost federal funding every year 
($18,210 over ten years), until the next decennial census 
occurs in 2030.  Please be counted. If you haven’t filled out a 
census form for your household, go 
to  my2020census.gov  now. It is confidential and only takes 
a few minutes. The form is available in 13 languages. Get 
more information about the census at the Maryland Catholic 
Conference website. 
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