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Deceased: +     Living: Int 

All in-person Masses are in the Church.  Please wear face 
masks and practice social distancing.  Sunday Mass at 
10:30 AM is streamed live via Facebook with a link from 
our website, followed by a Communion service at 12:30 in 
the gathering space of the church www.ol-presentation-
md.org. 

 

SAT  11/7 8:30 AM   
  4:00-5:00 PM Confessions  
  5:30 PM    
SUN 11/8 8:00 AM OLP Parishioners 
  10:30 AM Cyriac St. Vil +  

 (See note above.) 
MON 11/9 8:30 AM  
TUES 11/10 8:30 AM Hayden Pultro INT.   
WED 11/11 7:30 PM  

Adoration for 1 hour following Mass 
THU 11/12 8:30 AM   
FRI 11/13 8:30 AM   
SAT  11/14 8:30 AM  
  4:00-5:00 PM Confessions  
  5:30 PM Maggie Nightingale +  
SUN 11/15 8:00 AM OLP Parishioners 
  10:30 AM  (See note above.) 
 
To schedule a Mass for a friend or loved one regardless of 
his/her religious affiliation, call the parish office:  301-349-
2045. 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS who are 
aging, injured, battling diseases, recovering from trauma or 
surgery, especially: Dave Knutson, Jodie Schwam, Trudy Burr, 
Gene Williams, Michael Jeffries, Mark Wolf, Allen Reder, 
Jesse Bishop, Leclair Whalen, Ethelyn McBride,  Lorena 
Burneo, Phil Abel, Tighe Burke, David Preffitt, Nora Reiter, 
Marguerite Dawson, Kathleen Tesi, Maria Alejandra Pena, 
Gabriel Pinto, Liz Mattingly, Nick Imperato, Angela Smith, Jim 
Baur, Ana Gabrielle Martin, Gonzalo Zambrano, Pauline Knott,  
Mary Duggan, Carol Saladino, Joel Rivera, Mike Beckham, 
Rebecca Lawson, Rick Hermann, Joanna Dudek, June 
Goldman, Marguerite Jeffries, Helen Gawlik, Mary Zajdel, and 
others known only by God. 
 

GOD BLESS THE MINDS, BODIES, AND SOULS OF ALL 
WHO SERVE IN OUR FIRE, RESCUE, POLICE AND 
MILITARY including Philip Kuldell, Kelsee Stevens, Thomas 
Carroll, Mark Simons, Jason Kuhn, Henry Field, Will Martin Jr., 
Schuyler DeBree, Izaak Meade, Andrew Murtha, Joe 
Ouellette, Robert Phillips, Patrick Stevens, Jack Gochenour 
and Stephen Barbieri.   

 
Dear Friends, 
 

As the liturgical year begins to draw to a close and we 
prepare for the New Year and the season of Advent leading up to 
Christmas, our readings turn to the “last things.” This is an 
invitation to reflect on the state of our lives and the question of 
where we are headed. 

The Gospel offers the familiar parable of the “Wise and 
Foolish Virgins” – a parable that is about much more than simply 
practical advice, but about the issue of wisdom. Wisdom is one of 
the foundational human traits. It is much more than knowledge or 
even intelligence. Wisdom is the recognition of the worth and 
priority of the things in our lives. It is developed through an 
experience of God and his creation that enables us to rank order 
goals and priorities such that we might live a life that is life-giving 
to ourselves and to the world. 

People will often ask me how they can know what God’s will 
is for them. In doing so, they are asking for wisdom. I typically 
offer a five-step process: 

1) If what want to acquire or do something, first ask yourself 
if the thing is inherently sinful. Obviously, it is not God’s will for us 
to lie or to steal. 

2) Next, ask yourself if the thing or action is in accord with 
your state of life. As a priest, I was given the advice of the 
“newspaper test”: If I would be embarrassed by doing something 
that could appear on the front page of the newspaper, then I 
probably shouldn’t do it. 

3) One should use basic common sense: what are the best 
options given available resources and goals? Here it is wise to 
also get advice from other people. 

4) One should pray about a decision. There are times that 
God will call us in a particular direction that may be not one that is 
immediately obvious. This prayer will take time – day, weeks, or 
months – depending on the importance of the matter. God will 
open some doors and close others, and he will ultimately give us a 
supernatural peace that enables us to proceed. 

5) Once you have narrowed down your options, then make 
a choice and follow through on it. God did not create us to be 
robots – but people with freedom. Sometimes we just have to 
make a decision. In this same vein, decisions can include the 
influence of one’s personality and preferences. 

The goal of the Christian is to be a saint. This means, little-by-
little, putting our lives in order. Not all things are complicated, but 
we should periodically reflect on the overall direction of our lives. 
We act out our value structure. Like any physical building the 
structure of our souls needs maintenance and repair. This is 
where God’s grace meets our good will. 

 
With prayers and best wishes, 
 
Fr. Justin 
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COLLECTION FOR RETIRED PRIESTS 
This Weekend, November 7th and 8th includes a 
collection for retired priests of the Archdiocese of 
Washington.  Please give as generously as you are able.   
 

COME TOGETHER TO CELEBRATE!!: Join us 

outdoors on Sunday December 5th from 11am-3pm as 
we ring in the season at our ST. NICK SHOP and 

CHRISTMAS TREE EVENT AND 
ST. NICK SHOP!  You won’t want 
to miss this joyous event for 
children of all ages (0-99).  Sift 

through treasures, looking for inexpensive special gifts 
for family members and friends this Christmas. In 
addition, we will have Christmas trees, roping, and 
wreaths available for purchase, along with another 
surprise or two! Social distancing will be observed.  For 
more information, contact the parish office at 
olpresentationmd@verizon.net.  See the flyer in this 
week’s bulleting for more information.  DONATIONS of 
new or gently used Puzzles, Crafts, Toys, Games, 
Christmas-themed, Household or Religious items (small 
please!) will be accepted in the Gathering Space on all 
November weekends for the St. Nick Shop.  Thank you 
for in advance for helping to make this St. Nick Shop a 
memorable experience for all!!  Contact Maria Villarrubia 
w/ any questions or to help the day of: dsor@ol-
presentation-md.org. 
 

IGNATIAN VOLUNTEER CORPS 
“What will you do for your professional encore? If you are 
transitioning to full or part-time retirement and are 
thinking about all that follows a long and successful  
career, consider meaningful service with the Ignatian 
Volunteer Corps (IVC), a program established by the 
Jesuits to give seasoned women and men ages 50 and 
better an opportunity to share their experience and 
wisdom with those in our community in greatest need 
while also participating in a formation program rooted in 
Ignatian Spirituality. The commitment is part-time and 
there are several rewarding service opportunities in 
Montgomery County and D.C. For more information on 
IVC, please contact local director Mike Goggin at 202-
277-4447 or mgoggin@ivcusa.org.” 

 

THRIFT STORE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
Thrift Store Volunteers needed December 12th. OLP is 
scheduled to open and operate the Thrift Store in town.  Two 
volunteers (18 or older) are needed to assist with sales, 
gathering empty hangers from the racks, accepting 
donations, and monitoring the number of individuals in the 
store. The hours are from 10 am until 1pm.  Please 
contact Anne if you are available to help.  Call or text 301-
325-3869. 
 

NOVEMBER MASSES 
During the month of November, our Book of our Beloved 
Dead will be available on the altar in the Church for 
parishioners to enter the names of friends and family who 
have died.   

 
TAKE A PERSONAL RETREAT DAY 
November 20th | December 4th Are your days overcrowded, 
jam-packed, and busy, busy, busy? Jesus tells you to "Come 
away with me..." to Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center 
where your very own personal retreat awaits. During your 
personal retreat from 8:30am-4pm, an experienced retreat 
director will guide you to a place of rest with Christ.  The 
retreat schedule allows for one-on-one spiritual direction 
(optional), quiet reflection, Mass, Confessions and 
Eucharistic Adoration, plus continental breakfast and lunch, 
so you will be nourished and cared for while Our Lord 
speaks to your soul about the depths of His love for you. 
Cost is $120 per person.  Advance Registration is required, 
visit our website to register and find more 
dates register www.ourladyofbethesda.org or call 301-365-
0612. Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center, 7007 Bradley 
Blvd., Bethesda, MD 20817. 

 
PARISH OUTREACH 
What does this title mean for OLP parishioners? One thing it 
means is that if there is a temporary need because of illness 
or injury for a family to have meals provided for them, this 
ministry will try to see that delicious dinner meals are 
delivered.  Roberta Margot and Michelle Brashear are kind 
enough to coordinate this service.  To access this ministry, 
please call Roberta at 301-785-2501 or the parish office at 
301-349-2045.  Also check our website under Parish Life-
Parishioner Outreach. 

Christmas Festival 
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