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ALL Masses are now in person in the Church.  Please wear 
face masks during communion and practice social distancing. 

 

Deceased: +     Living: Int. 
   
 SAT  7/3 8:30 AM   
   4-5:00 PM Confessions  
   5:30 PM   
 SUN 7/4 8:00 AM   Elizabeth Douds + 
   10:45 AM OLP Parishioners 
 MON  7/5 8:30 AM      
 TUES 7/6 8:30 AM     
 WED 7/7 7:30 PM   
   8-9:00 PM  Confessions 
 THU 7/8 8:30 AM   
  FRI 7/9 8:30 AM   Trudy Burr +  
 SAT  7/10 8:30 AM   
   4-5:00 PM Confessions  
   5:30 PM   
 SUN 7/11 8:00 AM    
   10:45 AM OLP Parishioners 
      

To schedule a Mass for a friend or loved one regardless                                                 
of religious affiliation, call the office: 301-349-2045 

MASS CALENDAR AND  
INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS who are aging, 
injured, battling diseases, recovering from trauma or surgery, 
especially: Dave Knutson, Gene Williams, Mark Wolf, Allen 
Reder, Jesse Bishop, Leclair Whalen, Ethelyn McBride, Phil Abel, 
Tighe Burke, David Preffitt, Marguerite Dawson, Kathleen Tesi, 
Maria Alejandra Pena, Gabriel Pinto, Liz Mattingly, Nick Impera-
to, Angela Smith, Ana Gabrielle Martin, Gonzalo Zambrano, 
Pauline Knott,  Mary Duggan, Carol Saladino, Joel Rivera, Mike 
Beckham, Rebecca Lawson, Rick Hermann, Joanna Dudek, June 
Goldman, Helen Gawlik, Mary Zajdel, Genevieve Kopp, Tonja 
Nelson, Courtney Turpack , Bill Stevens, Everly Rice, George 
Coakley, Jim Baur, Nora Reiter, and others known only by God. 

GOD BLESS THE MINDS, BODIES, AND SOULS OF ALL WHO 
SERVE IN OUR FIRE, RESCUE, POLICE AND MILITARY including 
Philip Kuldell, Kelsee Stevens, Thomas Carroll, Mark Simons, 
Jason Kuhn, Henry Field, Will Martin Jr., Schuyler DeBree, Izaak 
Meade, Andrew Murtha, Joe Ouellette, Robert Phillips, Patrick 
Stevens, Jack Gochenour and Stephen Barbieri.   

Dear Friends, 
     This weekend our nation celebrates Independence Day on July 
4th. The day marks an important turning point in world history as 
the nation, no longer an English colony, began its experiment in 
democratic self-governance. Although there are isolated exam-
ples of democratic societies, such governance was not the domi-
nant model for most human societies, which were lead by a 
monarch and/or small aristocracy. The word democracy emerg-
es from the Greek:    –demos is “the people” and   –kratia: is “rule 
or power”. It is a reference to the complex idea of sovereignty, 
which is a concept that asks the questions: Where does power 
come from? Who has the inherent right to rule or direct human 
behavior? The concept of democracy was developed by thinkers 
such as John Locke and Thomas Hobbes in the wake of the re-
alignment of European societies brought on by the Protestant 
Reformation. Certainly, we know that only God is sovereign in the 
fullest sense of the word, but we can ask: To whom does God 
bestow sovereignty in this world? 
      In Saint Paul’s letter to the Galatians (the community located in 
the central region of modern day Turkey) he says, “It is for free-
dom that Christ has set us free.” With that we see that it is hu-
man freedom that is at the heart of God’s project of human sal-
vation. It is out of Christ’s teachings that the notion of fundamen-
tal human dignity emerges – i.e., each human being, by virtue of 
being created in the image and likely of God, possess within them 
the fundamental right to rule and direct his or her own life. In a 
democracy, according to its early theorists, each human being 
voluntarily cedes some portion of their inherent sovereignty over 
to the state, in the form of elected leaders, in order that the state 
may direct the dimensions of human life that pertain to the good 
of the whole community. “Even angels would need laws con-
cerning upon which side of the road cars would drive,” as one 
thinker noted. 
      So what does this freedom mean for the Christian? What is its 
nature? External freedom concerns the absence of external con-
straints on behavior, whereas internal freedom indicates one’s 
self-possession and mastery of soul which allows a person to 
carry out the actions that they know to be right, good, and free 
from internal conflict. It is this second freedom to which Paul al-
ludes. Do we possess the ability to actually carry out the action 
that we discern to be best or are we marked by internal contra-
diction which paralyzes us. Someone once remarked that “a free 
society exists in order that human beings may choose to carry out 
their responsibility.” That would seem to be the ideal. 
      All this speaks to the need and opportunity to develop virtue - 
habitual patterns of rightly ordered behavior. This is true freedom 
where we are “no longer slaves to sin.” God did not create us  
puppet or automatons – rather, he gave us a freedom to choose 
(or reject) the good.  Fundamentally, this is the freedom to love. 
In this way we can be in the image and likeness of God -– crea-
tures made with the freedom that sustains the opportunity to 
love and to be loved. I wish you all a very happy Independence 
Day! 
With prayers and best wishes,               Fr. Justin  
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Events, Announcements, and Information 

“ISLAND ADVENTURES” VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL: Join us in the islands on July 12-16, 9:30am-

12pm. We are so excited to be able to offer this opportunity 
this summer!.  St. Mary’s safely and successfully ran their 
religious education program in person during the 2020-21 
school year, and our facility is equipped with UV lighting on 
all heat/ac units and plenty of outdoor spaces for activities. 
MoCo COVID-19 rules will be adhered to including masks 
and social distancing.  We have online registration this year: 
https://forms.gle/Vy7bCGH1xF41tKWU8.  We are in need 
of adult (teachers) and teen help (7th-12th grade). 

OLP PRESENTS:  LITTLE LAMBS K-2 SUMMER 
SESSION:  Our Lady of the Presentation will of-

fer OUTDOOR Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) ses-
sions on Monday evenings in July beginning July 5 at 
6:30pm in the Rectory Chapel parking lot for children in 
grades K-2. We will gather for 45-60 minutes in a shady spot 
for a short lesson presentation followed by time for  the chil-
dren to explore carefully prepared 3D materials highlighting 
each presentation.  Each child will have their own set of ma-
terials to work with. Likely topics include the Model Altar, 
Chasubles, the Good Shepherd and the Land of Israel, e.g. 
the Model Altar materials will include a model altar, chalice, 
paten, crucifix, altar cloth and candlesticks. Since this is not a 
drop-off program, we would encourage parents to gather 
close by for informal fellowship!  THOUGH THERE IS NO 
FEE, REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.  Please email Maria 
at: olpdsor@olpresentationmd.org if you are interested in one of 
the 12 available slots. County guidelines will be observed.  
Class will be cancelled in the event of foul weather.   

JESUS TELLS YOU TO “COME AWAY WITH ME…”:  
to Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center where your very 
own personal retreat awaits. Are your days overcrowded, 
jam-packed, and busy, busy, busy? During your personal 
retreat on either July 23rd or Aug. 27th, from 8:30am-4pm, 
an experienced retreat director will guide you to a place of 
rest with Christ.  The schedule allows for one-on-one spiritual 
direction (optional), quiet reflection, Mass, Confession and 
Eucharistic Adoration, plus continental breakfast and lunch, 
so you will be nourished and cared for while Our Lord speaks 
to your soul about the depths of His love for you. Cost is 
$120 per person.  Advance Registration is required; registra-
tions will be limited to facilitate social distancing. Visit our 
website to register and find more dates: ourladyofbethes-

da.org/programs/retreats/personal-retreat-days. or call 301-365
-0612. Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center,  Bethesda, MD 

ANNUAL CHICKEN DINNER:  St. Mary’s in Barnesville 

cordially invites all to join in their Annual Chicken Dinner and 
Jousting Tournament on Saturday July 31st from Noon to 
6pm, or until sold out.  Carry Outs Only are $16, .  Good food 
is the focal point of the picnic.  The Jousting Tournament is 
free and will be from 1-4 pm.  There will also be a snack bar, 
baked goods, crafts, country store, white elephant stand, 
and live music of “Sookey Jump”.  Mass will be offered in 
the church at 4pm.  St. Mary’s Church is located at 18230 
Barnesville Road.  Call 301-972-8660 for more info..  Outside 
covered seating only & social distancing will be observed.     

POOLESVILLE SENIOR CENTER:  has the weekly virtual 

activities to stretch your mind, renew your body, and lift your 
spirits, all from your own home!  Visit their website at pool-
esvilleseniors.org to register for their programs.  All are wel-
come!  Mondays:  Tai-Chi with Maureen Ivusic, 10:45 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m.  Wednesdays:  Zumba Gold with Karen 
McPhatter, 1:00p.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Fridays:  Breath-Mind-
Body with Kathy Jankowski 12:00 p.m. to 12:45 p.m. Please 
register for each Friday class.  Trivia Game Night – If you love 
Trivia, come join a team of Poolesville Seniors.  Email:   
info@poolesvilleseniors.org for more information.  

CONGRATULATIONS! to Nicholas Palmer, this year’s 

recipient of the Matthew Kuldell Memorial Scholarship.  
The $2000 awarded to Nicholas will beused to help defray 
the cost of college tuition and other educational expenses.   

Sign Up Now!! 
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