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ALL Masses are now in person in the Church.  Please wear 
face masks and practice social distancing.  A pre-recorded 
Sunday Mass is also available through our Facebook Page or 
at  www.ol-presentation-md.org.   

 

Deceased: +     Living: Int. 
 

 SAT  2/27 8:30 AM   
   4-5:00 PM     Confessions  
   5:30 PM   
 SUN 2/28 8:00 AM   OLP Parishioners nt.  
   10:45 AM  Jerry Gordon  + 
 
   12:00 PM Communion Service 
 MON  3/1 8:30 AM     
 TUES  3/2 8:30 AM   
 WED 3/3 7:30 PM       
   8-9:00 PM    Confessions 
  Adoration for 1 hour following Mass 
 THU 3/4 8:30 AM     
 FRI 3/5 8:30 AM   Marguerite Jeffries + 
   7:00 PM     Stations of the Cross  
   8:00PM Book Lecture (following)
    Stations of the Cross)  
 SAT  3/6 8:30 AM   
   4-5:00 PM  Confessions  
   5:30 PM   
 SUN 3/7 8:00 AM OLP Parishioners Int. 
   10:45 AM  
   12:00 PM  Communion Service 

To schedule a Mass for a friend or loved one regardless of 
his/her religious affiliation, call the office: 301-349-2045 

LENTEN CALENDAR AND  
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS who are aging, 
injured, battling diseases, recovering from trauma or surgery, espe-
cially: Dave Knutson, Trudy Burr, Gene Williams, Michael Jeffries, 
Mark Wolf, Allen Reder, Jesse Bishop, Leclair Whalen, Ethelyn 
McBride,  Lorena Burneo, Phil Abel, Tighe Burke, David Preffitt, 
Nora Reiter, Marguerite Dawson, Kathleen Tesi, Maria Alejandra 
Pena, Gabriel Pinto, Liz Mattingly, Nick Imperato, Angela Smith, Jim 
Baur, Ana Gabrielle Martin, Gonzalo Zambrano, Pauline Knott,  
Mary Duggan, Carol Saladino, Joel Rivera, Mike Beckham, Rebecca 
Lawson, Rick Hermann, Joanna Dudek, June Goldman, Helen 
Gawlik, Mary Zajdel, Genevieve Kopp, Tonja Nelson, Courtney 
Turpack , Bill Stevens, Evelyn Rice, and others known only by God. 

GOD BLESS THE MINDS, BODIES, AND SOULS OF ALL WHO 
SERVE IN OUR FIRE, RESCUE, POLICE AND MILITARY including 
Philip Kuldell, Kelsee Stevens, Thomas Carroll, Mark Simons, Jason 
Kuhn, Henry Field, Will Martin Jr., Schuyler DeBree, Izaak Meade, 
Andrew Murtha, Joe Ouellette, Robert Phillips, Patrick Stevens, 
Jack Gochenour and Stephen Barbieri.   

Dear Friends, 
      
As we begin to walk the Lenten road, we confront the 
strange and confounding story of Abraham and his son, 
Isaac. The basic outline of the story is straightforward 
enough: God asks Abraham the sacrifice his only son, 
Isaac.  At the last moment, God sees Abraham’s faith and 
prevents him from following through with the sacrifice. 
Like many biblical stories, it’s easy to miss the emotional 
force, given the number of times that we have heard it 
and the fact that we know how it ends. But it’s important 
to let the radicality of the event sink in. Abraham and his 
wife were beyond the normal childbearing years and this 
was their only son. His birth was nothing short of miracu-
lous, and he was the fulfillment of a lifetime of desire for a 
child. Therefore, to sacrifice his son was no small task for 
Abraham.  
     With the reality of the event before us, we then ask the 
question of how a good and loving God could even sug-
gest such an extreme trial for Abraham. Here, we must 
look at the deeper meaning of the test. What God was 
asking of Abraham was to be willing to give up that which 
he held most valuable. It’s an extraordinary request, but 
Abraham is also being given an extraordinary place in sal-
vation history. But, there is more that is at work.  
     During Abraham’s time the practice of such a sacrifice 
would not have been uncommon. However, with Abra-
ham and Isaac we begin to see a shift. The practice of of-
fering up to the creator a piece of creation began to devel-
op. Frequently we find God saying that it is the “humble 
and contrite heart” that is the most acceptable sacrifice. 
     All of this frames the events that will take place on 
Good Friday. Here we will witness, not the sacrifice of a 
creature, but of the creator Himself.  Isaac is a symbol of 
Christ, the Son of God. Just as Isaac unknowingly carries 
the wood for his own sacrifice, Christ will knowingly carry 
the wood of the Cross. It is this self-sacrificing love of 
Christ, that will define our own sacrifices in the coming 
weeks of lent. 
 
With prayers and best wishes,       
 
Fr. Justin 

http://www.ol-presentation-md.org


Our Lady of the Presentation           February 28, 2021         2nd Sunday of Lent 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR YOUNG PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
RECEIVED THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION —In re-
cent weeks, our 2nd graders in the School of Religion have 
been received the Sacrament of Reconciliation in prepara-
tion for their First Holy Communion.  Please keep these 
young children in your prayers as they take their final steps 
toward sharing in the Body and Blood of Christ:  Liam Pulik-
kal, Veronica Kasuske, Azul Folco, Ethan Nichols, Louisa Nel-
lie, Seamus Moroney, Henry Mattingly.   

PARISH COMMUNICATION  — As recommended by Wil-
ton Cardinal Gregory, Our Lady of the Presentation Parish 
is now using Flocknote to communicate quickly and effi-
ciently with the parish membership. This application is an 
effective way to stay in touch with events, closures, etc. 
via email and/or text.  To sign up for Flocknote, text OUR-
LADY1 to 84576. 

ROSARY WALK AND GARDEN— The rosary walk is progress-
ing!  We are moving on to purchasing and installing 3-
5 benches.  If you are interested in donating towards a 
bench in memory or in honor of a loved one, please reach 
out to Abby Antonishek at asmokeya@gmail.com. For do-
nations of $100-$150 a small plaque will be placed on the 
bench with the name of a loved one on it.  Remember to 
also pick up a marker stone kit in the gathering space to con-
tribute to this project and return the finished ones to 2 
Hoskinson Ct!   

PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL PREGNANT MOTHERS AND THEIR 
BABIES—During the past 12 months, more than 250 client 
mothers and their families have been assisted by the Gabriel 
Project Angel Friend volunteers. More women volunteers 
are needed, especially bi-lingual women. The Gabriel Project 
is an all-volunteer nonprofit organization that assists low-
income pregnant women and their children. During the pan-
demic and economic crisis, the need for the Gabriel Project’s 
services has grown tremendously while typical sources of 
support are greatly reduced. During this Right to Life Month, 
you can help provide critically needed help by purchasing 
items like baby gear, diapers, and clothing through the Gabri-
el Project’s Amazon Charity First. Please visit the website at 
www.gpmoco.org and look for the link for the Gabriel Pro-
ject’s Amazon Charity List at the top of the home page. 
Thank you for your generous support! 

 

 

 

THE WAY—A HEALING RETREAT FOR SURVIVORS OF ABUSE  
is a free, 3-day guided meditation and prayer program for 
men and women. It is an opportunity for healing and prayer 
and for survivors to reflect on God’s plan for their lives. Have 
you experienced dread, confusion, deep hurt, betrayal or an-
ger when you think of the abuse you have suffered? Or, do 
you feel nothing at all.?  These are natural reactions to the 
trauma you have survived. You may be asking yourself: What 
do I do with all of this? How will confronting my abuse experi-
ence affect my life? How will I ever recover my trust in people, 
God, my Church again? Does it really matter? Do I matter? 
The Way will help you find answers to these and many other 
questions for which your heart, mind, body, and soul have 
been searching. This is where your healing journey begins. 
These three days of guided meditations and prayer crafted 
around the Stations of the Cross will show you the steps Christ 
took to overcome dread, confusion, deep hurt, betrayal and 
anger not only for his experience of abuse – which culminated 
in his death on the cross and new life in the Resurrection – but 
for your abuse as well. You can choose to walk The Way with 
Him, and transform your pain and suffering into a new life, the 
life God has always wanted for you but that the sins of anoth-
er has disfigured in countless ways.  Women’s Retreat: March 
26-28, 2021;  Men’s Retreat: April 30-May 2, 2021 To register: 
Contact Deborah McDonald at mcdonaldd@adw.org or 301-
853-4466.     

MARRIAGE RENEWAL WORKSHOP:  STRENGTHENING 
YOUR LOVE MARRIAGE A Christ-centered weekend designed 
to offer practical tools that can help foster effective communi-
cation and emotional closeness in your marriage.  Make your 
marriage thrive, not just survive!  The expert speaker team 
includes Catholic psychologists, therapists, and priests who will 
offer their expertise and experience, plus they will be on hand 
the entire weekend to offer individual consultation, upon re-
quest. Please note: This is NOT an overnight program. May 22-
23, 2021 (In-person Only) Cost: $400 per couple. Seating will 
be limited to facilitate social distancing. Our Lady of Bethesda 
Retreat Center, 7007 Bradley Blvd., Bethesda, MD 20817. See 
our website for more details about measures to limit exposure 
to illness, details about the program and links to register:   
 www.ourladyofbethesda.org 

2020 TAX STATEMENTS  —are available before and after each 
mass in the gathering space or from the parish office.  Please 
email the parish office to have a copy sent to you:  olpresenta-
tionmd@gmail.com. 

Events, Announcements, and Information 
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