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 Deceased +     Living * 

SAT   3/7   8:30 AM   
 4:00-4:45 PM  Confessions  
 5:30  PM   Ricardo Flores+ 
SUN   3/8  8:00 AM  OLP Parishioners 
 9:15 AM   School of Religion 
 10:45 AM  Dick Twigger+ 
MON  3/9  8:30 AM   
TUES  3/10  8:30 AM   
WED   3/11  7:00 PM  Confessions (Church) 
 7:30 PM   (Church) 
8:00-9:00 PM Eucharistic Adoration (Church)   
THU    3/12  8:30 AM   
FRI    3/13   8:30 AM 
 7:30 PM (Church) Stations of the Cross 
SAT   3/14   8:30 AM   
 4:00-4:45 PM  Confessions  
 5:30  PM   Maggie Nightingale+ 
SUN   3/15  8:00 AM  OLP Parishioners 
 9:15 AM   School of Religion 
 10:45 AM  Cyriac St. Vil 
 
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS who 

are aging, injured, battling diseases, recovering from trauma or 
surgery, especially: Cheryl Durand, Gene Williams, Michael 
Jeffries, Mark Wolf, Allen Reder, Jesse Bishop, Leclair Whalen, 
Ethelyn McBride,  Lorena Burneo, Phil Abel, Tighe Burke, David 
Preffitt, Ryan Spacek, Jolene Van Horn, Nora Reiter, 
Marguerite Dawson, Kathleen Tesi, Maria Alejandra Pena, 
Gabriel Pinto, Liz Mattingly, Nick Imperato, Angela Smith, Jim 
Baur, Ana Gabrielle Martin, Gonzalo Zambrano, Pauline Knott,  
Mary Duggan, Carol Saladino, Joel Rivera, Mike Beckham, 
Rebecca Lawson, Rick Hermann, Joanna Dudek, June 
Goldman, Marguerite Jeffries, Helen Gawlik, Liz Royal, Mary 
Zajdel, Charles Wolz, Elliott Friedman, Susan Mitchell 
Montague, and others known only by God.    
 

GOD BLESS THE MINDS, BODIES, AND SOULS OF 
ALL WHO SERVE IN OUR MILITARY SERVICES 

including Philip Kuldell, Kelsee Stevens, Thomas Carroll, Mark 
Simons, Jason Kuhn, Henry Field, Will Martin Jr., Schuyler 
DeBree, Izaak Meade, Andrew Murtha, Joe Ouellette, Robert 
Phillips, Patrick Stevens, Jack Gochenour and Stephen 
Barbieri.  Also the members of our Police, Fire and Rescue 
Forces who work to keep us safe. 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
            This week in the second reading, Saint Paul makes 
an interesting and useful comment. He says to each of us to 
“Bear your share of hardship for the gospel with the strength 
that comes from God.” He is, of course, echoing Christ’s 
enjoiner to “take up our cross daily and follow him.” What 
does this mean, and why is it important? In a nutshell, they 
are both speaking about what it means to experience 
salvation. 
            Paul says two things, the first of which is that each of 
us is entrusted with a piece of “hardship for the gospel.” If 
someone wants to build a large complex building, then the 
labor is distributed to different teams: plumbers, electricians, 
masons, carpenters, etc. No one person is responsible for 
the whole project – each has some piece of the project. Even 
the manager doesn’t complete the entire building, but 
manages those who are. This means that no one of us is 
responsible for solving all of the problems of the world by 
him- or herself. It also means that there is, in fact, some 
piece of reality that God has entrusted to each of us for 
which we are responsible. In calling this thing a hardship or a 
cross, Paul and Jesus are acknowledging that there will be 
things in life that are necessary even if they are unpleasant. 
This brings us to the heart of the issue of salvation: some of 
the most transformative experiences in life are the ones that 
are necessary, that we would not ordinarily choose, but that 
we find the strength to embrace. That is what builds true 
freedom and love – learning to “choose what you did not 
choose.” As the Lord is led to the crucifixion, he 
acknowledges this freedom when he exclaims that, “No one 
takes my life from me but I lay it down freely.” Life presents 
us with necessities from which we want to rebel but which 
bring true conversion when they are embraced. 
            Paul also acknowledges that the strength to grow in 
this manner comes from God. There is something 
transformative about being brought to the edge of our own 
capabilities and clinging to God because we do not have the 
personal strength or talent for the task at hand. In those 
situations it is our weakness, rather than our strength that 
unites us with God. 
            In one short sentence Paul has summed up the 
meaning of salvation and the purpose of lent. 
 
 Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Justin 
 



Our Lady of the Presentation                             March 8, 2020                   2nd Sunday of Lent 
 

BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN 
You will see a collection of empty baby bottles in the 
gathering space of the Church next week.  During Lent, we 
ask that you take one (or more?) home to fill with your 
loose pocket change, paper money, or checks made out 
to the Shady Grove Pregnancy Center.  Please return your 
baby bottles the weekend of March 28-29 so the 
contributions can be forwarded to the Shady Grove 
Pregnancy Center. 
 

VOCATIONS TREE: PRAY FOR OUR 
SEMINARIANS   This Lent we will continue the tradition 

of a “Vocations Tree” in the church gathering space, 
where you’ll see cards for each of the seminarians of the 
Archdiocese of Washington. Please choose one or 
more  cards and pray for  that seminarian each day during 
Lent. Make it a beautiful offering to the Lord this Lent to 
pray for those whom He calls to give their lives in service 
of His Church in our archdiocese.  
 

ROSARY WALK  GARDEN AT OLP 
My name is Abby Antonishek and I’m currently working on 
my Gold Award, the highest award which can be earned in 
Girl Scouts. For my project, I am creating a Rosary Walk 
in the section of woods right next to Our Lady of the 
Presentation by the close left side of the parking lot. The 
Rosary Walk is going to consist of a sitting area 
surrounding a statue of Mary with paths and plants 
encircling the area. Check out my poster in the gathering 
space and my Facebook account 
(@OLP.rosarywalk)!  Also, go check out the progress - the 
space has been cleared and efforts to funnel out puddling 
water through a swale started last weekend. Stay tuned 
for upcoming workshops (hopefully in March) to create 
rosary bead markers so that your family or a loved one can 
be commemorated in what will become a beautiful place 
of prayer and meditation.  
 

RENTING IN MARYLAND? YOU MAY BE 
ELIGIBLE FOR A STATE TAX CREDIT 
The state of Maryland has a program that helps low-
income renters struggling with rising rent payments, 
particularly those who are over 60 years old, permanently 
disabled, or have a dependent under age 18. To learn if 
you qualify for up to $1,000 in financial assistance, contact 
the Housing Partnership Initiative (hiphomes.org) at 301-
916-5946 or ccastro@hiphomes.org. Or 
visit MarylandTaxCredit.com. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES FOR TEENS 
We will soon begin classes for teens who have not yet 
received their first Eucharist and/or Confirmation but want to 
receive these Sacraments.  Classes will take place at the 
Church in between the two Sunday Masses from 9:15 AM until 
10:30 AM.  Please send Deacon Bill Stevens an email at 
DeaconOLPresentation@verizon.net and/or contact him after 
Mass. 
 
 

WUMCO FOOD COLLECTION 
Our collection of non-perishable food items for the 
WUMCO Help pantry is the weekend of March 21-
22. We continue this effort the third full weekend of 
every month.  This food goes to needy people in our 
own community, so please be as generous as you 
can.  Thank you. 

 
 

WUMCO HELP INC.   Volunteers provide rides for our 
aged and home bound neighbors to medical appointments 
and is in great need of more drivers! Drivers sign up for rides 
at their convenience, and can run errands, etc while 
WUMCO's clients are at their appointments. If you are 
interested please call WUMCO's transportation coordinator at 
301-972-8481, ext. 4 or email wumco2@gmail.com. Thanks!  
 

IN MARY’S FOOTSTEPS SODALITY NEWS  
Monthly meeting will be on the last Sunday of each month 
(except May and Dec).   We will be reading and discussing the 
book Twelve Women of the Bible: Life Changing Stories for 
Women Today.  Since each month will feature a different 
woman of the bible from this book, it will be easy to join in as 
schedule permits.  Each monthly meeting that is held at the 
church will have a team to set up.   Annual dues will be $25.  
Our next luncheon meeting is March 29, 2020.  We will be 
discussing Mary of Bethany. 
 

RETREAT FOR GRIEVING PARENTS 
March 14, 2020.  Parents who are grieving the loss of a child, 
no matter how old the child is or how long ago the child died, 
are invited to a retreat for grieving parents on Saturday, March 
14, 2020 at St. Joseph Parish in Beltsville, MD. The retreat is 
open to any parent who has lost a child. Click here to see the 
flyer. To register, please go to the following 
link:  https://grievingparentretreat.eventbrite.com For more 
information call the Office for Family Life at 301-853-4499 or 
email ferrando-bowlingc@adw.org. 
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